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of he Provſtanc Mine 
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| ; Nh, | Wherein is proved, 


Both Kod: Scripture and Reaſon, and the 
Practice of the Primitive Churches, That the 
Chriſtian People have ſufficient Authority from. 


| Chriſt to Chuſe their own Miniſters; and that 


no Man, or Set of Men, have any Authority | 
3 from Chriſt t to Call, Conſtitute, and Impoſe Mi- 
niſters on them, without their Previous Rnow- : 


35 led e and Go nt. 8 
Þ4*- 2 agen AND 


|| Ii That the Pretence of an Uninterrupted Succeſſi on 


of Prieſtly Authority derived from the Apoſtles in a4 
direct Line thro the- Church of Rome, is a mere Tug: 
gl and a Piece of Popiſh Prieſt-craft to awe the Vul- 
a to make and keep them Bigots to themſelves. 
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Cotos. iv. 17. 


And ſay to Archippus, take heed to the 
Miniſtry which thou haſt receiv d of the 
Lord, that thou fulfil it. 
EE Excellency of any Inſtitution as 


—} a Means, is chiefly manifeſted by the 
| i -— — tj - 7 5 o - 
© End that it's appointed to attain, 


V 
8 
BF; 
w FF} 
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\ 


iſcover the Excellency of the Chriſtian Miniſtry 5 


can the Wiſdom of Men or Angels contrive a 
Mean ſo wifely adapted to gain that End, as 
the Chriſtian Miniſtry is. 7 
We all know that Man was created by the Lord 
as perfect as was neceſſary to render him truly 


happy; he was endued with Powers and Faculties 


A 2 to 


1. 


. ” > 
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A Vindication of tbe | 


'tor, in which conſiſted his chiefeſt Happineſs, 


The great Lord of the Univerſe, as his abſo- 


lute and deſpotick Sovereign; gave him a large 
Poſſeſſion ; he made him Sub-Govergour of this 
lower World; he put all terrene Creatures un- 
der his Authority; he gave him as ample and full 


a Commiſſion, as his Viceroy, as any Creature 


could defire: But to let him know that he was 


but a Creature and dependant, and that he held 
all his large Dominion as a Fief of his univer- 


ſal Empire, the great God reſerved a ſmall Ac- 
knowledgment from Man, as his Vaſſal, which 


Gen. ii, 16, was to be the Teſt of his Obedience: And the 


Lord God ſaid unto Man, of every Tree in the Gar- 


den thou may ſt freely eat, but of the Tree of Rnom- 
ledge of Good and Evil thou ſhalt not eat ef it; for in 


the Day thou eateſt of it, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
This was Man made a little, and but a little, 


lower than the Angels, and crowned with Glory 


and Honour. But, alas! tho Man was thus dig- 


nify'd, he did not long abide in this Honour; 


tho God made him upright, he fooliſhly ſought out 
many Inventions, to his own ruin, and the ruin of 
his Poſterity : For in a little, a very little time, 
the Arch-Rebel, and Grand Enemy of God and 
Maa, ſeeing Man in this State of Felicity, and 
reflecting on his own Happineſs and Glory loſt, 
envying his Creator's Glory, and Man's Happi- 
neſs, reſolves to ſeduce Man from his dutiful Al- 
legiance to his rightful Sovereign, aud thereby at 
once rob God of his Glory, and diveſt Man of 
his: Honour and Felicity. O fatal Day! The 
curſed Plot. takes, Man is ſeduc'd, and his Hap- 

ineſs and Glory is loſt ; the Crown is fallen from 

lis Head, the Scepter from his Hand, his glo- 


rious Robes of Innocency are loſt ; he has ſinn'd, | | 
and diſhonoured his God, is fallen under his juſt 


Diſ⸗ 


to make bim capable to ſerve and enjoy his Crea- | 
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Due Proteſtant Miniſtry. 
Diſpleaſure, and ſubjected to his Wrath and 
Vengeance for ever. The Harbingers of threat: 


ned Death ſeized his Body; Fears, Terrors, and 


Amazement take hold of his guilty Soul; he can 
have no preſent Comfort, and for Futurity, there 


was nothing but a fearful looking for of Judg- 
meat and fiery Indignation of an incenſed 80- 
vereign. And as Man was thus fallen, in this 
ſad and deplorable Condition, he had no Help in 


himſelf, nor could he hope for any from without. 


But lo! on Man, in this wretched Eſtate, 
did the Lord, his provoked Sovereign, caſt an 
eye of pity; and ſeeing there was no Salvation 
for ſinful Man in any other, he reſolves to make 


bare his own Arm, and bring about the Salvation 


of this his miſerable and forlorn Creature. But 
the bright Rays of divine Holineſs and Juſtice 
did ſo glare in the conſcious Sinner's Face, that 
no Treaty could be ſet on foot between God 
and Man, without a Mediator; for Man's Guilt 


drove him ſtill farther from God, as his God Gen. 10 8, 


approached to him, tho with Terms of Recon- 5. 
ciliation. ä + ras 
The infinitely wiſe and good God, commiſe- 


rating Man's ſad Eſtate, ſtil] purſuing his 


Thoughts of Love, to bring about his eternal 


3 Reſolve, to magnify his Mercy on fallen Man, 


appoints a Mediator. - Stupendous Grace ! the 
Great God conſtitutes his own Son to mediate 
this unbappy Difference; and the Son, to make 
up the Breach, undertakes it. | W 

Such was the Goodneſs of God, complying 
with Man's Infirmity, that leſt the Rays of his 
Son's Divinity ſhould amaze and terrify ſinful 
Man, he appoints his Son to veil his Diviaity 


with Humanity; 4 Body be prepared bim, that he Heb. x. 3. 
might be like to Man in every thing, Sin only ex- Heb, iv. 


cepted. And he accordingly took on him the * 15. 


*” 


. 7 


I Heb. il. 15 of Abraham: for the Children being made Parta ler- 
{| Gal. iv. 4, of Fleſh and Blood, he alſo himſelf took part of the ſame. 
| In the Fulneſs of Time he was made 72 Woman, made 

nndler the Lam, that he might redeem them who were 


5. 


4 Pindication of the 


Phil. ii. 6, un der the Law. The Bleſſed Jeſus, who wa in the 


7. 


Form of God, and thought it no Robbery to be equal 


with God, made himſelf of no Reputation, and took 
- him the Form of 4 Servant, and was made iti 
the | 


Likeneſs of Men. | | 
— Thas God was pleaſed to treat with yy a 
Mediator in his own Nature; which was moſt a- 
greeable to Man in his prefent State, and, to be 
fure, the moſt likely to accompliſf the great End 


at firſt propoſed. 


For no Creature below Man was capable to 


treat with him. And if we ſuppoſe them made 
capable by the Lord, either the Meſſage would = 


Have been contemn'd for the Meanneſsof the Meſ- 
ſenger, being ſo much below the Dignity of Man's 
Nature; or elſe the Meſſage would have been fuſ- 
pected for the Meſſenger's fake: for Man having 
been already deceived by one of them, and ha- 


ving now experimentally known Evil as well as 


Good ; (as a burnt Child dreads the Fire) he had 
good reaſon to be cautious of bringing himſelf 
into further trouble. | | 


The Creatures above Man, the holy Angels, 
kho we may judge them capable, yet they were 


ſo much above Man, that their Appearance 
would rather frighten and terrify guilty Man, 
and make him keep his diſtance, than induce him, 
with any Confidence, to approach them, and en- 


rer into a Treaty with them, fearing leſt they 


ſhould come as Executioners of the righteous 


Sentence of God upon him for his Sin. The E- 


vent of the Experiment once tried, fufficiently 


ſne ws us how unmeet the Miniſt ration of Angels 
was to conciliate a Friendſhip between God and 


Man; 
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True Proteſtant Mmiſiry. 


Man; for the Author to the Hebrews ſays, Moſes Heb, xii, 


himſelf did exceedingly fear and quake at their Mi- 21. 
niſtration on Mount Sinai. And if we ſuppoſe 
them to be embodied, or to aſſume human Shape, 
as we know they can, how could Man be ſure 
that he was treating with a good Angel, when 


the Devil can do the ſame thing, and transform 


himſelf into an Angel of Light ? 16405 one 
Thus to prevent all Jealouſies, and to ſatisfy 
Man that his God was ſincere, and to jaduce him 


to liſten to Terms of Reconciliation, he ſeat him 


Overtures of Peace by a Mediator moſt likely to 
prevail with him; a Mediator who had a Fellow- 
Feeling with him in bis Infirmities, and whom, be- 
ing truly Man, as himſelf, he had no reaſon to 
ſuſpect, or be frightened at his Preſence. This 
Apprehenſion of himſelf our Bleſſed Redeemer, 
when he was upon Earth, took ſpecial care to in- 
culcate, and fix in the Minds of his Diſciples, 
2iz,. That he was really Man, His Miracles and 
Works of Wonder aſtoniſh'd many, and gave oc- 


caſion to ſome to think otherwiſe : therefore, that 


his Miniſtry might not be ſuſpected, he often called 


himſelf the Son of Man; and asked his Diſciples, ya. xvi, 


Whom do Men ſay that I the Son of Man am? And 13. 
after his Reſurrection, when he appeared to his 
Diſciples, before his Aſcenſion, he took care to 
remove this Miſapprehenſion of him : He ſtood in 
the midſt of them, and they being ſurprized and 
alirightened at his ſudden Appearance, conclu- 


ding that he had been a Spirit; Why are ye trou- Luke xxiv. 
bled, ſays he, and why do Thoughts ariſe in your 38, 39. 


Hearts ? Bchold my Hands andimy Feet, that it is I my 


and Bones, as ye ſee me have, . 8 
Wben our Lord had finiſhed the Work he had 
to do on Earth, and was about to go to his Fa- 
ther, that this his Mediation might be barried on 
35 uc- 


elf,; handle me, and ſee; for a Spirit hath not Fleſh 


I Pindication of the 
ſucceſsfully in his Abſenee, he gave Orders to his 
Diſciples that they ſhou'd propagate his Goſpel 
in all the Earth; and left that which is every 
one's Buſineſs ſhou'd be neglected by all, he or- 
dain'd that ſome in particular ſhou'd attend this 
as their peculiar Work. But leſt thoſe who were 
beſt qualify'd for this Work, ſhou'd, thro Fear 
or Temptation, avoid it; and others who were 
not qualify'd, thro Pride or Ambition ſnou'd in- 
trude themſelves ; he appointed that thoſe who 
were to miniſter in his Name ſhou'd be choſen by 
the reſt, by their common Suffrage, and ſet apart 
from all Ciyil and Worldly Affairs to comfort and 
eſtabliſh thoſe who already believ'd, and to 
call and invite all Sinners to come and par- 
ticipate of the Grace of God with them. And 
for the Encouragement of thoſe who ſhou'd be 
thus ſet apart for the Miniſtry, our Bleſſed Lord 
ordain'd that all the reſt of his Followers ſhou'd 
communicate of their Temporals, and honoura- 
bly ſupply thoſe who were to live of the Goſpel; 
that they might give themſelves wholly to the 
Work of the Miniſtry, and not be incumber'd 
with the Affairs of this World, ſo very incon- 
. ſiſtent therewith. And leſt Temptations and 
Tryals, real Dangers or Difficulties, ſhou'd diſ- 
courage and deter them from this Work, which --: 
they mult expect to meet with in the Way of their 
Duty; our merciful God and Redeemer hath pro? 
miſed to be preſent with them himſelf, and that his 
Spirit ſhall influence and guide them in the Work 
which they are called to: yea, he hath beſides 
aſſur'd them, that if they are diligent and faith- 
ful in his Work, he will reward all their faithful 
Services with a Crown of Glory. But foreſeeing 
that ſome, notwithſtanding all this, might prove 
negligent and remiſs in their Work, he not only 
warns ard threatens them himſelf; but orders 
— * | the 


6 T rue Proteſtant Miniſtry. "So 
the Saints and faithful Believers in him, by whom 
they were choſen, and whom they ſerved, to warn 
and admoniſh, and exhort them to their Duty, 
that the great End of their Miniſtry might be an- 
ſwer'd. This brings me to the Words firſt read: 
Say to Archippus,  &c. Theſe Words carry 
in them an Injunction to a great and neceſſary 
Duty, Whether Archippas was that Man's proper 
Name, or the Name of his Office, is not certain, 
nor is it very material whether we determine it 
or not: it was a Name whereby he was well 
known at Coloſſe; according to its Compoſition, 
in the Original, it ſignifies Princeps, vel Magiſter 
3 equorum, i. e. the Governour,or Maſter of the Horſe; 
wich is an eminent Poſt among great Men, and 
in Princes Courts. What this Man was, or what 
ever his Employment was in civil Affairs, con- 
cerns us not. We are to conſider him in the Re- 
lation he ſtood in to the Church at Coloſſe; and to 
enquire what was his Miniſtry, or Service there. 
Some think that he was by Office a Deacon in that 
Church; and the Reaſon they give for this their 
Opinion, is, becauſe the Word Naxoriay, here ren- 
der'd Miniſtry, properly ſigniſies that Office. But 
this Reaſon I conceive is too weak to reſtrain it 
to that Office only; becauſe we find this Word 
aexovia, apply'd to the Miniſtry of the Word, and 
that not only to the ordinary, but the extraordi- 
Z nary Miniſtry; to the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles. 
The Office of Deacons, the Miniſtration of Bread 
to the Poor, is properly, but not only fignify'd 
s by it; as is plain in As vi. In ver. 1. the daily 
- Miniſtration is expreſs'd by Haxoriar but in ver. 4. the 
1 MAiniſtry of the Word, and that by the Apoſtles, is 
g 2 expreſs'd by it: We, i.e. we Apoſtles will give our 
e © ſelves to Prayer, and to the Miniſtry of the Word, 
ly 4 Nanoig. So the Apoſtle Paul, Jam an Apoſtle of Rom, xi. 
rs the Gentiles, I magnify mine Office, Mareriar. 80 13+ 
ne 1 again, 
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A Vindication of tbe 


2 Cor. iv. again, | Seeing we have receiv'd this Miniſtry, 


Naxoriey. And in another Place; For the perfecting 
the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, Daxoias. 
In this Senſe I think we are to underſtand it here 
of Archippus; for in this Epiſtle, Chap. i. Ver. 7. 


the Apoſtle calls Epaphras, of whoſe Office there 


is no doubt, d , Miniſter; and in ver. 23. he 
calls himſelf ch , Miniſter: And that this Ar- 
chippus was a Miniſter of the Word is very plain, 
J conceive, from our Apoſtle's Epiſtle to Philemon, 
ver. 2. To Apphia, and Archippus our Fellop- Soldier. 
He ſtyles him his Fellom- Soldier, I apprehend, from 
his being engaged ia the ſame Work of the Goſpel _ 
with himſelf, So that from the Whole we may 
conclude, that he was a Miniſter of the Word, 
and not a Deacon only. But whether he was 
Paſtor of the Church at Coloſſe, in the room of 
Epaphras, as ſome conjecture, or only a Teacher 
therein, it does not appear. But let it be either 
of them, it ſeems he was not ſo diligent in his 
Office, as he ſnou'd have been, 0 fulfil bis Miniſtry 
which he had receiv'd of the Lord. He was dila- 
tory, ſlothful, and remiſs in the Diſcharge of his 


us ta! A 


Duty: Therefore they were to ſay to Archippus, I 


tale heed, &c. Here is not only the Man's Fault 
imply'd, but here is the Remedy to be apply'd for 
the Cure, i. e. Admonition to a more diligent 
[Diſcharge of his Duty for the time to come. Ob- 
_ {erve, they were not to revile him, and load him 
with Reproaches for his Neglect of his Duty: 
Churches and Members ſhou'd not preſeatly, as 

' Fon as they eſpy a Fault in their Miniſters, go 
and blazon it abroad, and publiſh it to the 
World; no, they are to ſay to him, not of him; 


t his face, faithfally and in love; not behind his 
back, to blaſt his Reputation, and to hinder the 
Succeſs of his Miniſtry. 2. Obſerve, Arcbippus 


Was to be admoniſhed, not to be caſt, out ane — 2 


* 


Thit Proteſtmt Miniſhy. | 


ſaken. Some People, to their Shame may it be 
ſpoken, no ſooner have eſpy'd a Fault in their 


Miniſters, but are for ejecting them, and that not 


} only from their Offices, but from their Commu- 


nion and Affections too: Theſe are for depriving 


BY them ab officio & beneficio at once; forgetting that 
Admonitien ſhou'd go before Diſmiſſion. All 
Means muſt be try'd to tecover a negligent Mi- 


niſter, as well as an offending Member. But ſuch 
Per ſons are uſually ſo violent, that they will not 
make any Allowance for human, unavoidable 


1 human Infirmities, in their Miniſters; not conſi- 


dering that their Miniſters are Men of the like 
Paſſions with themſelves, having the ſame origi- 
nal 3 being liable to the ſame Tempta- 
tions; and compaſſed about with the ſame Snares 
in the World; and have oftentimes greater 
Temptations and Difficulties to encounter, than 
other Men and eommon Believers. Tis rational 


| to expect, that the grand Adverſary the Devil 


will aſſault them with greater Violence, or with 
more ſerpentine Craft than other Men; knowing, 
that if he can prevail againſt a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
eſpecially ſach an one, as we may ſuppoſe this 
Archippus'to be; who was of ſome Note, famous 
for his/ civil Employ, as being Maſter of the 
Horſe to ſome great Man; he ſhall do more Miſ- 
chief to the Intereſt of Chriſt, than if he foiled 
many Chriſtians of lower Degree. But I am not 


Z here, my Brethren, pleading to excuſe, or cover 


the notorious Crimes of Miniſters; no, God knows 
my Heart; but only to ſhew how unreaſonably 
they act toward their Miniſters, who preſently 
take offegce at their Failings, alienate their Af- 
fections, withdraw their Aſſiſtance, forſake their 


Miniſtry, and load em with Reproaches far be- 


yond the juſt Demerit of their Crimes, if any, 
not uſing the Means which Chriſt hath ——_— 
— B 2 = Tor 
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their Miniſters alone were to be perfect in this 


Miniſtries of the Goſpel-Miniſters are the Lord's: 


ufig. the Lord. From, of, or in the Lord may be meant 


Authority to preach and miniſter in holy Things, 


4 Vudication ef the 
for their Recovery, nor making any Allowance 
for the Infirmities of fallen human Nature; as tho 3 


imperfect State. Say 1 Archippus, take heed. 
(The Duty here is plain: But who are to diſcharge 

t? Whoſe Duty is it to Say to Archippus, tate 
heed ? If we look into Chap. i. Yer. 2. we ſhall be 
ſatisfy'd whoſe Duty it was. They were, you 
ſee, the Saints and faithful. Brethren in Chriſt at Co- 
loſſe, i. e. the Church of -Chriſt at Coloſſe, the 
whole Body of Believers in Chriſt, whoſe Mi- 
niſter this Archippus was: To them it is given 
in charge, Say to Archippus, take heed, &c. 
Here is alſo the Motive included, which they were 
to make uſe of to move him to his Duty; 5.8. His 
Miniſtry was not his own, be had receiv'd jt; and 
that not for himſelf, -his own Profit or Honour, 
but ia troſt for the Glory of God, and the Ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom of Chriſt. All the 


Miniſters are Servants and Stewards of the Myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel, and they are all accountable to 
the Lord for what Charge they receive of, or in 


either for the Lord's Uſe, or in the Name of the 
Lord; or it may denote that Authority by which 
Miniſters of the Goſpel act, i. e. by the Authority 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, .as King of his Church. 
The Words thus explain'd afford us theſe three 
Propoſitions, vix. Fas | | 


- Firſt, That Miniſters of the Goſpel have no 
Authority to preach the Goſpel, or to miniſter in 
holy Things, but what they receive in, of, or from 
the Lord. r In 05 

Secondly, That Miniſters who have receiv'd 


may grow remiſs in theDiſcharge of their Duty, and 
may need Admonition- | Thiraly, 


7 


| his Office, or negligent in the Diſcharge of his 
J Duty, the Church, or Faithful in Chriſt, whoſe 
Miniſter he is, ſhou'd faithfully admoniſh him, 
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Thirdly, That when any Miniſter is remiſs in 


and excite him to rake heed, and to fulfil that Mi- 


{ | Firſt, That Miniſters of the Goſpel have no 
Authority to preach the Goſpel, or to miniſter in 


* boly Things, but what they have receiv'd in, of, 


or from the Lord, Two Things in this Propoſi- 
tion are generally agreed to by Chriſtians of all 


Denominations. 1. That no Man hath this Ho- 


nour in, or of himſelf, as a Man or a Chriſtian, 
but be who is called of God, as was Aaron. 2. That 
all Authority to preach the Goſpel muſt come from 
4 the Lord. „ 3 
But the great Thing that hath been, and ſtill is 
in diſpute, is, by whom this Authority is now 
convey'd to Men to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt : 
For none, ſince the Apoſtles, pretend to an im- 
mediate Call from God in ordinary to preach the 
3 Goſpel, unleſs a few enthuſiaſtical, or ſick-brain'd 
Perſons, whoſe pretended Miracles, or prophetick 
FRaptures, have, in a little time, unveil'd the Cheat, 
Fand diſcover'd the Impoſture: But all derive it 


thority, as devolv'd down to them in an uninter- 
kxupted Line of Succeſſion of Men Epiſcopally or- 
daind from the very Apoſtles to this Day. And 


they damn the Miſſion of all other Miniſters, who 


; pretend not to the ſame : For they ſay, that the 


Fonly Power to call and conſtitute Miniſters is 


| 1 lodg'd in the Biſhops, and that the Biſhops have 


this 


from mediate Hands. Some lay claim to this Au- 


theſe Mea are ſo very confideat of the Truth of 
their Miſſion, or at leaſt pretend ſo to be, that 


niſtry which he bath receiv/d of the Lord. I purpoſe _ 
to ſpeak ſomewhat to each of theſe in their 


1 Pinditation"of the © © | 
this Power independent of aby Power under 4 
Heaven. Othets ſay, that this Authority is lodg'd | 
with the Church, or Chriſtian People; the Sint: 
4 Faithful 15 C id every Nation, where the *' 
pure Word and Doarine of Chriſt is believ'd and 
_ receiy'd. They think that the Succeſſion of 
| Pare D6Arine with any People is enough to give 
Right to them, united together by mutual Cove- 
nant, to,maiatain the Cauſe of God in the World, 
to call and conſtitute whom they ſhall judge qua- 
lify'd and meet to miniſter among them in holy x 
A They jadge that thoſe call'd and ſet a- 
| Ra y ſuch' a Churen or Congregation of Paith- 
1 in Chriſt, receive a valid Miſſion to preach tùbe 
Goſpel of Chriſt. But tho theſe believe, that the 
rower of Calling and Conſtituting Miniſtees is 
todg Pd'in the CHürch, or Body of the Faithful in 
Chriſt, and not in the Clergy: alone; yet they 
gon t. Exclude the Elders from a Share therein. 
They ſay, that in conferring Orders, the Elders, 
if any, ought to preſide; and as Eyes to the Peo- 
ple they ought to direct in this their Choice: But 
tlley deny that they have the ſole and only Au- 
thority under Heaven veſted in them to a and 
conſtitite Miniſters,” independent of the Church, 
or Company of Faithful in Chriſt, united tog 55 4 
ther to bold the pablick 'Workhip of God, 4 
the Gloty of God, and for the Good of their Fog I 
Souls, ant the Sols of -othets+ For they dont 
Cippoſe, that in that ſolemn Action of Ordina- 
ihn, of 67 of Laying on of the Haids ofthe Presby- Þ 
ters or 'Biſhbps, hat 15 te Biſhops or Presbyters | 
ds confer àny bre Office- Power on een whom 
95 ordait, Phat what they bad received before 
the Call and Suffrage of the Saints and Falthfol 
is | Chr but that that ſolemn AR of Kale on 
Ord e Biba nds of the Biffiops and Presbyters: in 
Ot nation, like the Coronation of a King, 8 ö 
only 


hy the 
9 fore called and conſtituted a Miniſter of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. For as the Corquatioa of a King adds 
no more Power or Authority than what the Kig 

bad before he was crowid.; ſo the Laying on of 
the Hands of the Biſhops and Presbyters in Ordi- 


True Proteſtant Miniſfry. 


oply a publick and ſolemn Declaration, for the 


Honour of the Perſon ordain'd, and for the Satiſ- 


ne the World, that the Perſon ordain'd is : 
faithful People judg d qualify'd, aud there- 


* 


nation confers on the Per ſous ordain'd no new 
Power or Authority to preach or miuiſter in hol 
Things: For theſe know nothing of that indelible 


Character, or ſuper- natural Power, which the 


Popiſh Prieſts dream of, conyey'd by Laying on of 
Hands in Ordination. | 


his laſt Opinion ſcems to me moſt worthy of 
our Approbatioa; not only as it is moſt agreeable 


to the true Proteſtaut Principle, and on which 
the whole Proteſtaut Reformation was built; but 
as moſt couſonant to the Holy Scriptures, Now, 
becauſe this true Proteſtant Principle hath not 
only been oppugn'd by the Romgniſts ever ſince 
the glorious Reformation begun in Germany, and 
all Proteſtaut Miniſters Miſſion by them de- 
clar'd invalid; but becauſe of late Days, and even 
in our own Days, there are a Set of Gentlemen, 
who pretend to receive their Miſſion from Biſhops, 
who deriye their Epiſcopal Authority from the 
Apoſtles in a direct Liue of uninterrapted Suc- 


ceſſion of Biſhops 3 who are pleas'd to clamqur, 
not only at Diſſenters Miſſion here at home, 48 


Schiſmaticks; but render all Proteſtant Miniſters 


Miſſion abroad invalid, for want of their uninter- 
rupted Epiſcopal Authority; and hereupon de- 
clare all our Adminiſtrations null and void; I hope 
vou'll excuſe it, if I ſee it neceſſary in ſuch an Aſ- 
ſembly as this, and in ſuch a Day, to aſſert and 
indicate the Miſſion which we have receiyed from 


the 


in the End of its Union from civil Societies: It 


A Vindication of tbe 


the faithful Brethren in Chriſt to preach the Goſ- 3 
pel, and to miniſter in holy Things, not only as 
a true Proteſtant, but a true Chriſtian Miſſion z ? 


and that we need no other Authority to render 
all our Adminiſtrations valid. | 

I fhall lay down this Propoſition as Truth, 
which I hope to make good, viz. That a Com- 
Pany of Saints or faithful Brethren in Chriſt, 
joined together by free and mutual Covenant to 


promote the Glory of God, and the mutual Ad- 
vantage of each others Souls, and the Benefit of 

the Souls of others, in the publick Worſhip of 
God, have ſufficient Authority from Chriſt to 


chuſe and conſtitute their own Miniſters; and 
that no Man, or Set of Men in this World, 


have Power from Chriſt to impoſe any Miniſter 


on them without their previous Conſent. Such 
a Company of Saints and Faithful in Chriſt, ſo 
and for thoſe forementioned Ends united, I take 


to be a viſible Church of Chriſt ; and as ſuch | 
hall conſider them. I ſhall, 1. Endeavour to 


prove the Truth. 2. I ſhall endeavour to ſolve 
the great and mighty ObjeQion raiſed againſt it. 
1. Iam to prove the Truth. Tho it may ſeem 


to you needleſs to go about to prove what ſtands 


as clear as any firſt Principle in Philoſophy, or 
as a Mathematica! Demonſtration; yet conſider- 
ing that it is oppoſed, and that ſome may not be 
ſo well acquainted with the ſolid Arguments by 


which it is made manifeſt, I preſume on your Pa- 


tience whilſt 1 lay open the Foundation on which 
This great and important Truth doth reſt. This, 
(1.) Stands to Reaſon : *Tis a rational Truth, 


that Reaſon pleads for; the very Light of Na- 
ture diſcovers it. For if we conſider this Society 


of Chriſtians as a Society, it is of the ſame Na- 
ture as all voluntary Societies. This only differs 


has 
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has indeed a more noble End. Other Societies 


aim at their mutual Advantage in the Affairs of 
this Life; this unites for the Glory of God, to 


promote the Honour of Chriſt by enlarging his 
Kingdom, and for the Benefit of their own Souls, 
and the Good of others. Now, tho this muſt be 
allowed a nobler and more laudable End, as the 
Glory of God and the Good of Souls is to be 


prefer'd infinitely above the Glory of Kings, or 
temporal Felicity of Men in civil Societies; yet as 
a Society, they are the ſame. Now, it ſtands to 


Reaſon that every Society, to keep themſelves 


from Confuſion in the Management of their Af- 
fairs, muſt have ſome Government, that they 
may obtain the End propoſed by their Union. 
Nothing ſeems to ſtand more conſonant to Rea- 
ſon, than that this Society ſhould agree, for Or- 
der's ſake, that ſome particular Perſon, or Per- 
ſons, ſhould preſide over the reſt, to guide and 
direct in the Management of their Affairs. Tis 


1 rational to ſuppoſe, that the whole Society ſhould 


have the Power of this Choice, and that the Ma- 
jority ſhould determine on whom the Lot falls. 
Tis to be ſuppoſed alſo, that the Perſons choſen 
ſhould act in the Name of the whole, and that 


they ſhould be empowered ſo to do. Now, on 


whom ſhall theſe Perſons depend for their Au- 


thority, but on%hoſe who elected them to pre- 
ſide over the whole'? Who ſhall veſt thoſe Rulers 
or Officers with Power or Authority to act, but 
the Body or Society by whoſe Suffrage they are 
choſen, and in whoſe Names they are to act? 
Does it not ſtand to Reaſon, that theſe Officers 
2 ſhould receive their Authority and Power to act, 


from the Society by whoſe Suffrage they are 
choſen to officiate? To me this ſeems very ra- 


& But 


— ——— — \14 ray 
— ——— 


—— — 
— 


— — 
* — Do — — —— bb Ra 
—— 4 —— ATE ang — 2 
* — 


18 


Eph. iv. 1 z. inſtituted? Is it not for the Edification of the 


Natures. Is it rational to think that thoſe ve- 


ment, are no ways capable to chuſe for tem- 
ſelves in thoſe things which concern the Welfare 


A Vindication of the 

But we are to remember, that this Soctety, 
tho they are voluntary in their Union, are yet 
under the Rule and Government of a deſpotick 
King; and in general, they muſt be ſubjected to 
his Laws, and governed by them in all their Af- 
fairs: They muſt have Authority from Chriſt 
for what they do; they muſt act by a Char- 
ter granted them by the King of Kings, to em- 
power them to act, and to carry on their Af- 
fairs, ſo as to obtain their End, We williog- 
ly grant that *tis ſo; and this Society of Chriſ- 
tians declare they ad by Chriſt's Laws in all their 
Affairs, eſpecially in the Affair before us, viz. 
in calling and conſtituting their own Officers and 
Miniſters. But before we produce this Charter, 
we will add to this rational Conſideration, the 
End of the Goſpel-Miniſtry. For what End is it 


Church, or Body of Faithful in Chriſt, called 
Chriſt's Body? Who are the beſt and fitteſt 
Judges of the Church's Edification? Are they not 
themſelves ? Not to allow Chriſtian Societies a 
Capacity to judge of their own Edification, is 
not only to under value them as Men, but to ren- 
der them, in their kind, worſe than Brutes, 
who are capable of chuſing what is good for 
them, and of rejecting what is hurtful to their 


ry Men, who in civil Societies are Capable of ma- 
naging the moſt arduous Affairs of civil Govern- 


of their Souls? No, eſpecially when we conſider 


that they have, as Believers in Chriſt, received of 


the Holy Spirit, by which ſpiritual Things are 


x Cor. ii, underſtood, even the deep things of God; for the 
10, 11,12, Apoſtle tells us, that the Spiritual Man, i.e. the 


Believer, judges all things. A 


4 be of God; and the Rea 
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To ſay that the Societies of Chriſtians have 
not a Capacity to judge in ſpiritual Matters, is 


to ſpeak not only againſt Reaſon and Experience, 
but agaiaſt the oo Scripture; for the holy 
2X Scriptures ſuppoſe the 

they would never be commanded to try, prove, 
and judge the Doctrines of their Teachers, and 


m to be capable, or elſe 


to hold faſt what they found to be wholeſome 


Doctrine, and to reje& Error; nor would they 


be blamed for not doing this, or commended for 


doing it, if they were not deemed capable, or if 


it had not been their Duty ſo to do. But we 
find this frequent in the Scriptures : The Church 


of Theſſalonica was commanded to prove all things, 1 Theſ. v. 


and to hold fast that which is good. The Apo 5 _ 


n he gives, is, becauſe * 


Fohn bids the Believers 0 the Spirits whether they 
0 
there were many falſe Prophets gone out in the World. 


The Apoſtle Fude commands us to contend ear- Jude, ver, 
neſtly for the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints. And 2, 3. 


are the Believers to contend for what they are 
not capable to make any judgment of ? I hope 


not. The Church at Epheſus was commended 
for trying the Doctrine of thoſe who ſaid they were Rev. ii. 2. 


Apoſtles, and were found Lyars. The Faithful in 
Chriſt at Smyrna were blamed for not dealing with 


thoſe who held the Doctrine of Balaam; and the ver. 14, 


Church at Thyatira was reproved for not eje&- 20. 
ing the falſe Propheteſs Fezabe/. Thus from ho- 
ly Scripture we ſee, that the Churches, in the 


2 Days, were deemed capable of judging 
W 


at was for their Edification, and conſequent- 
ly they are ſtill. And from hence we may con- 
clude they are capable to chuſe their own Miniſ- 
ters and Officers, 

We may add to this, that Miniſters are by 


| Chriſt conſtituted as Servants to his Church and 
Spouſe. All publick Miniſtries of Biſhops and 


GS. - Teachers, 


4 Vindication of th 
Teachers, are the Miniſtries of the Charch, under 
her Head and Husband Chriſt Jeſus. With whom 
is it rational to think, that our Bleſſed Redeemer 
ſhou'd leave the Power of Calling and Conſtituting 


Miniſters for his Bride the Church 2 With her, bis 


Spouſe, to chuſe and conſtitute her own Officers, 
at her own Pleaſure, as ſhe ſaw occaſion 3 or with 
ſome of her Servants, to call and conſtitute what 
other Servants they pleaſe, and impoſe them on 
her without her Conſent, or previous Knowledge ? 
Sure 'tis hardly rational to think, that our Bleſ- 
ſed Lord, when he went to Heaven, ſhou'd leave 
the ſole and only Power of Calling and Conſtitu- 
ting Officers and Miniſters in the Church, to ſome 
Servants only, and none to his beloved Spouſe : 
that he ſhou'd grant no Power to his Church to 
chuſe her own Servants, is very hard to conceive, 
Thus I have ſhewn you, that *tis rational that the 
Societies of Saints and faithful Brethren in Chriſt 
have Authority from Chriſt to chuſe and conſti- 
tute their own Officers. 3 
(2.) I am further to manifeſt the ſame Thing 
by Scripture, and to produce the Charter wherein 
this Grant is made to the Churches of Chriſt : For 
when our Bleſſed Lord was about to depart, he 
made a Grant of the Power of the Keys to his 


Joh. xx. Church and Spouſe. Ther the ſame Day at Evening, 
19,205 21, being the firſt Day of the Week, when the Doors 


22, 23 were ſhut for fear of the Jews, came Jeſus and 


ſtood in the midſt of them, and ſaith unto them, 
Peace be unto you, and when he had ſo ſaid, he 
ſhew'd them his Hands and his Side: then were 
the Diſciples glad when they ſaw the Lord. Then 
faid Jeſus unto them again, Peace be unto you; as 
the Father bath ſent me, even ſo ſend J you and when 
he had faid thus, he breathed on them, and ſaith, re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghoſt ;, whoſeſoever Sins ye remit they 
gre reminted unto them, and whoſeſoever Sins ye retain, 
„ 2 | they 
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X73 they are retained. Tis very plain, that this Grant 


was not to the twelve Apoſtles diſtin& from the 
reſt of the Church; for here is no Diſtinction or 
Diſcrimination of Perſons; but to the whole Body 
pof the Diſciples in general, for Mary Magdalen 


2 and others were preſent at the ſame time. And 

tis to be obſerv'd in our Saviour's-Diſcourſes, that 
when he intended any thing for his Apoſtles, diſ- 

2 tin& from the reſt of his Diſciples, he diſtinguiſh- | 
ed them by the Twelve. Jeſus going up to Jeruſa- Match. xx, 
lem tool the twelve Diſciples apart in the way, and 17+ 
aid unto them, &c, And he took again the Twelve, Mar. x. 32. 
and began to tell them, &c. And the Twelve were with Luk-viii.I. 
him. And he called the twelve Diſciples together, and * 
and gave them Power and Authority over all Devils, 
and to cure Diſeaſes. When the Hour was come, he 

at down, and the twelve Apoſtles with him. Then 
aid Jeſus unto the Twelve, will ye go alſo ? But here 

is no Diſtinction or Diſcrimination of Perſons ; 
therefore this Grant muſt be to the Diſciples as 
ſuch, or to the whole Body of Believers in Chriſt, 
the whole Church. And this will appear more 
plain, if we compare this with the Relation Luke 
gives of this Matter: Then they, i. e. Cleopas and Luk. xxir. 
his Companion, who were at Emmaus, to whom 33, . 
F Jeſus had manifeſted himſelf, roſe up the ſame Hour 

and went to Jeruſalem, and found the Eleven gather d 
together, and them that were with them, ſaying, the 
Lord is riſen indeed, and hath appear d to Simon 
And as they ſpake, Jeſus ſtood in the midſt of them, 

and ſaith unto them, Peace be unto you --- Behold my 
Hlands and my Feet, it is I my ſelf--- And ye are Wit- 
naeſſes of theſe Things, Who were Witneſſes of 

2X thoſe Things? The twelve Apoſtles only? No, 
tbe whole Body of Diſciples, the Seventy, and 
the reſt. He goes on; Behold, I ſend the Pro- 

1 miſe of the Father upon yon; but tarry ye in jeru- 
ſalem until ye be endued with Power from on _ 
—_ 7 a 
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In Add, i. where we have the Continuation of this i 
Story, the Hiſtorian acquaints us, that according 
to this Order of their Lord and Maſter they did 


continue in Jeruſalem, waiting for the Promiſe of if 


a2pper Room 
tion And the Number of the Names together were 


Acts if. 1, about a hundred and twenty. In Chap. ii. Ver. 1, &c. 
2, 3» % Luke tells us, that when the Day of Pentecoſt was ̃ 


Als i. 12,the Father --- Then return d they to Jeruſalem »-- i 
And when 2 were come in, they went up into am 
and continued in Prayer and Supplica- 


fully come, they were all with one accord in one Place; 3 | 


and ſuddenly there came a Sound from Heaven, as 


of a ruſhing mighty Wind, and it fill d all the Houſe 3 | 
where they were ſitting 3 and there appear d unto them | 


Cloven Tongues, like as of Fire, and it ſat upon each I | 
of them; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, % 


and began to ſpeak with other Tongues, as the Spirit 


gave them Utterance. Thus they received the Pro- q 
miſe of the Father, and were baptix'd with the Holy © 


Ghoſt, and were endued with Pawer from on High. 
I think *tis rational and clear from hence, that 


they who tarried at Jeruſalem waiting for the 
Promiſe, and who aQually received the Promiſe, 4 
were the very ſame to whom the Promiſe. was 


made; but it is plain the whole Church, or Com- 


pany of Faithful in Chriſt, were together and re- 


ceived the Promiſe ; therefore it muſt be the 


whole Company of Diſciples, and not the Eleven 
only, to whom this Promiſe was made. 8 
They who were together with the Doors ſhut for 
fear of the Jews, to them our Saviour ſaid, Peace 

be anto you, to them he ſaid, Whoſeſoever Sins e R 
remit, they are remitted, &c. To theſe ſame he 
Laid, Te are Wimeſſes of theſe Things, and 1 i 


3 


fend the Promiſe of ths Father upon you ; but tarry 9 


at Jeruſalem until ye be endued with Power from on 


High. Every one muſt ſee, that this Company 


of Diſciples were not the Rulers or Apoſtles of : 


the 


\ 
Sud 
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from the reſt; but the whole Church or Company 


was the falfilling Feel's Prophecy, which maſt be 
to the whole Church, and not to a little, ſmall, 
and ſcle& Number thereof; and to this Church the 


Thus 'tis manifeſt, that they who received the 
noly Ghoſt in fact, and were endued with Power 
from on High, as the Accompliſhment of the 
2X Promiſe, were the ſame to whom the Promiſe was 
made; and that the whole Church received the 
2X Promiſe in fact, is too plain to be deny'd by any 
Man of Reaſon or Modeſty. Now. this Church 
being the only Chriſtian Church in the World, 1 
2X conclude, as this Church was multiply'd and ex- 
tended by the Goſpel, this Power or Authority 
devolv'd with the Goſpel to every Church and 
Company of faithful Believers in Chriſt, and will 
remain with ſach to the World's End. 1695 
lam aware the Adverſaries of this Truth will 
ſay, that the Power of the Keys was granted be- 
fore to the Apoſtles diſtin&t from the reſt of 


the Diſciples. If this was true, yet if our Sa- 


viour afterwards enlarged his Grant, and made 

1 | it to the whole Church, it anſwers my P ur poſe; 
which is to ſhew, that the Church hath ſuch Power 
granted to her, whereby ſhe is authorized to 
chuſe and conſtitute her own Officers or Miniſ- 


the Keys to the Apoſtles diſtin@ from the reſt of 
his Diſciples. ' Let us view the Words which are 


build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it: And I give unto thee the Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatſoever = 
| alt 


the Church alone, the eleven Apoſtles diſtiact 


ters. But I deny any ſuch Grant of the Power of 


„ 


4 of faithful Believers in Chriſt. Belides, Perey af- yer. 16, 
terwards tells us, that this Effuſion of the Spirit 17. 


Lord is faid to add daily ſuch at ſhowd be ſaved. Ver. 47. 


pretended to carry this Grant in them. J / Matth. xvi. 
unto thee, thou art Peter, and upon this Rock will 118, 19. 


I Vindication of the © 
ſhalt bind on Earth ſhall be bound in Heaven; and 
whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on Earth ſhall be looſed 
in Heaven. This Grant of the Power of the Keys 
unto Peter can't, I apprehend,' be meant of Peter 
3 becauſe then it will terminate on 
im perſonally, diſtin& from the reſt, and ſo, of 
conſequence, Peter maſt have the whole Power of 
the Keys, and not one of the reſt of the twelve 
Apoſtles can have any Share in this Grant: But 
our Ad verſaries themſelves will allow the reſt of ñ⁶ 
the twelve Apoſtles a Share with Peter in this 
Grant. It muſt then be underſtood as made to 
Peter repreſentatively; and if we underſtand it 
thus, Peter in this muſt repreſent the twelve A- 
poſtles only, or the Diſciples or Believers in 
Chriſt, in general. I conclude, that Peter in tbis 
repreſented the whole Body of Diſciples, the Se. 
venty, and the reſt, as well as the eleven Apoſtles, 
for theſe following Reaſonss. 
(J.) Becauſe the Queſtion ask d by our Lord 
was of the whole Body of Diſciples, or Belierers 
in him. Jeſus asked his Diſciples, Whom do Men 
ſay, that I the Son of Man am ? They anſwer d, ſome 
fay thou art John Baptiſt; [ſome Elias, or Jeremias, 
or ſome one of the Prophets. But whom do ye ſay J 
And Simon Peter ſaid, thou art Chriſt the Son 
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of the Living God. It ſeems rational to conclude, 
that the Grant muſt be to the ſame whom our 
Bleſſed, Lord [addreſſed himſelf to iu the Queſ- 
.. 00 V #314 | 1 
( (2,) Becauſe Peter's Anſwer and Confeſſion was 
equally the Faith and Confeſſion of the whole Body 
of Diſciples. Thou art Chriſt the Son of the Living 
God: And I ſee no Reaſon to divide the Grant 
from the Confeſſion on Which it is founded. 
(3.) Becauſe the Ground of the Bleſſedneſs is 
applicable to the whole Number of Diſciples, 
and not to the Twelve only. Bleſſed art thou, 
Ay. wh : Simon 


— 
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x Simon Bar-Jona ; for Fleſh and Blood hath not re- 
.d this unto thee, but my Father which is in 
Heaven, None can talk ſo wild, as to ſay this 
vas reveal'd by the Father to Peter, and the other 
eleven Apoſtles only, and not to the Seventy, and 
he reſt of the faithful Believers in Chriſt. Sure 
he reſt of the Diſciples and Followers of Chriſt, 
ee may conclude, were taught of God, as well as 
he twelve Apoſt les. | 

(4-) Becauſe there is no Reaſon antecedent or 
onſequent to induce us to reſtrain our Saviour's 
iſcourſe to the Twelve only; but on the con- 
Frary: Then ſaid Jeſus to bis Diſciples, if any Man Matih. xi. 
vill come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take 24. 
bis Croſs and follow me. This can't be re- 
I train'd to the Twelve only, I think, without 
P manifeſt Injury to the ſacred Text : And our Sa- 
-Fviour's Diſcourſe being to the ſame Perſons, I con- 
lade, tis plain that our Saviour, in the Grant of 
the Keys to Peter, gave the Grant to Peter repre- 
ſenting the whole Body of faithful Believers in 
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(.) Becauſe I find the very ſame Grant in iat. wilt 
the ſame Terms and Latitude made to the Church 17, 18. 
io Words at length, which need no Comment to 


_— 
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diſcover their Seaſe. Scripture we all allow to be 


pen, and clear'd of its Doubts, * 
la this Chapter our Bleſfed Lord is giving Di- 
recdions to his Diſciples how to behave in caſe of 
8 Offence ;z and this concern'd the whole Body of his 
= Diſciples, and not the Twelve only. He com- 
manded them not to give Offence one to another; 
he lays before them the ſad Conſequence of zivirg 
4 D Offence, 


4 
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Offence z but, if thro Inadvertency, they ſhou'd 


give one another Offence, he directs them what 


Coarſe to take in order for Reconciliation, (i.) 
Private Admonition : But if that wou'd not an- 


{wer the End, (2.) They were to bring the 


Matter to the Church; and if he who had com- 
mitted the Offence, continued inſenſible, or ap- 


pear'd contumacious, and would not hear the 


Church, he was to be eſteem'd as an Heathen 
Man, or as a Publican. Verily, 1 ſay unto you, 
whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in 
Heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall 


be looſed in Heaven, Here we have the ſame 
thing in the ſame Terms and Latitude granted 


to the Church, which we had in the former Words 
granted to Peter. That this muſt be underſtood 
of the Chriſtian Church, and not of the Fewiſh 
Sanhedrim, I apprehend will appear from the 


following Reaſons. 


1. Becauſe our Bleſſed Lord is giving Di- 
rections to his Diſciples how to behave in this 
Caſe after his Death, and not whilſt he was with 
them. Whilſt he was with them himſelf, no 
body can think that our Lord wou'd ſend his Diſ- 
ciples to the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, to reconcile their 


Differences amongſt themſelves. Much leſs can 


we think, that the faithful Believers in Chriſt, 
after their Lord's Death, were to appeal to their 


implacable Enemies the Jews, and their Council, 


to have their Grievances redreſs'd, which they 
might have cauſe to complain of from one ano- 
ther. Sure, Chriſtians are not to apply themſelves 
to either unbelieving Fews or Gentiles, to deter- 


mine the particular Differences which may ariſe 


among themſelves; but to a Judicature of their 
own, who act and judge according to the Laws 


and Statutes of Chriſt, their King and Sovereign. 


2, Be- 


: LCA ona 1 EI o- — 8 — — 6 Y . y 
__ _— 8 5 8 p 5 8 7M PT SAY 4 ws Ren Dare, r — 2 2 3 0 , * = 
. . > me v 1k, TT OI EI IE e 5 2 7A coco ES SR I ONE WT, 2 3; OS enn * wann 4 
ek N REI r ee = Be Soba 3 N „ SP, by 1 nen . „„ N Er TO .»! Ü—ͤůnnʃĩ lf - 
8 N 4 75 2 e 1 Nr err ap ro 12 * N EE n ES DD SC SY OUT pt LTD EIS Sf * * FP 
AT ne AT * YA : ; 4 p 1 8 LG 8 7 : . 


True Proteſtant Miniſtry. 27 
2. Becauſe in the next Verſes our Saviour | 
makes two Promiſes to the ſame Perſons, which 
can no ways with any Conſiſtency of Senſe be ap- 
ply'd to the Jewiſh Sanhedrim : Again, ſays he, I Ver. 19, 
ſay unto you, that if two of you = agree on Earth 20. 
as touching any thing that they ſhall ask, it ſhall be 
done for them of my Father which is in Heaven. 
Two of whom? of the Sanhedrim ? Nothing more 
wild can be ſpoken, to be ſure. This Promiſe of 
granting what Two ſhall agree to ask, was to the 
{ame Perſons to whom the Grant in the preceding 
Verſe was made, and that muſt be the Church, or 
the whole Body of faithful Believers in Chriſt ; 
for what any Two of theſe ſhall agree to ask in 
1 Faith, they ſhall receive. In the next Verſe, he 
BH promiſes bis Preſence with two or three of theſe 
2 . ſame Perſons whereſoever they are gather'd toge- 
ther. It can't be rationally thought, that this 
Promiſe of Chriſt's Preſence was made to thoſe in- 
veterate Enemies of our Lord, the Jewiſh Rulers. 
That our Lord ſhou'd ſay, where two or three of 
the Jewiſh Sanhedrim are gather'd together, there 
aml in the midſt of them, is ſo very foreign from 
the Senſe of our Lord's Words, that to me no- 
thing ſeems more abſurd and ridiculous. 
There are ſome Chriſtians who underſtand this 
Grant to be made to the Rulers and Guides of the 
Church, and not to the whole Church. To whoſe 
Opinion I oppoſe theſe Things. 
(1.) That no where do we find the Church 
to mean the Rulers and Guides of the Church; 
nor do J ſee any apparent Neceſſity in this Place 
ſo to underſtand it: and to make Figures where 
there is no Neceſſity, is the way to corrupt, and 
not to expound the Word of God: And here 
can be no Neceſſity to underſtand by the Church 
only a few Perſons, a ſelect Number of the Church, 
her Rulers and Guides. They are, we readily 
15 2 IS > : allow, 
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allow, as Members of the Church included, but 


not meant alone, excluſive of the whole Body, as 


tho they, and they alone, had this Grant of the 
power of the Keys made to them. The only 
Neceſſity that I can ſee to make this Text ſpeak 


this Senſe, is, that it may give ſome Celour to 


the Opinion of ſome, and the Practice of others, 
who have wreſted the Keys out of the Hands of 
the Church, and therefore find it neceſſary to call 
themſelves the Church, leſt the Chriſtian People 
ſhou'd account them Uſurpers, and claim the 


Power to themſelves again. For here is no ap- 


parent Neceſſity from the Context, . antecedent 
nor conſequent, that will enforce that Senſe. 


2.) Becauſe of the Promiſes in the conſequent 
Verſes, as before; which, I conceive, can't ber- 


ſtrain'd to the Rulers or Officers of the Church 
only. It wou'd be bad for Chriſtians indeed, if 
theſe Promiſes were made only to the Clergy, 
We will then conclude, to whom our Lord made 
thoſe Promiſes to hear the Prayers of two, and to 
be preſent with two or three, to them he made 
the Grant of Binding and Looſing: but any Man, 
but with half an Eye, not prejudiced by an Opi- 
nion, may ſee that the Promiſes muſt relate to 


the Church, or whole Body of the faithful Diſci- 


ples and Believers in Chriſt, and not to the Ru- 
lers and Officers only, But that which I hope 
will make this more plain, and determine their 
Minds to the Senſe I plead for, is, 
(3.) Becauſe we find, that this ſame "I 
which our Bleſſed Lord here granted of Binding 
and Looſing, was afterwards exerted and practis'd 
by the Churches, and that by the Apoſtles Di- 


rection and Advice. We will take it for granted, 


that the Apoſtle Paul very well knew with whom 


our Bleſſed Lord had lodg'd this Power of Binding 
and Looſing. Naw, if we look over the Exhor- 
. 5 « SD ? 3 SN x tations 
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| ——&xhorted to bind or eject the Fornicator, and that 
4 y the Power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which * 
. e | f a 


not with the Clergy alone. The Apoſtle gave 


where the Power was lodg'd, For, I conceive, 


| Read of this, we have the reverſe; he writes to 


this Power in execution. He ſent to the Church 


Called to be Saints, But no body, I ſuppoſe, will 


that there is Fornication among you - among you; 
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tations and Directions which the Apoſtle ſent to : 

the Churches concerning this Matter, we ſhall 4 
quickly be convinc'd, that this Power was lodg d 
in the Church, or with the Faithful in Chriſt, and 


Direction to the Churches to bind their offending 
Members, and not to the Clergy; which ſhews 
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if the ſole Power of binding and looſing Offen- 
ders had been lodg'd with the Clergy alone, as 
ſome claim, the Apoſtle wou'd have exhorted 
them to have exerted this their Power: but in- 
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the Churches, and not to the Officers only, to put 
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at Rome ſo to do. Nom, I beſeech you, Brethren, Rom, xvi. 
ſays he, mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Of. 17. 
fences, contrary to the Doctrine which ye have re- 

ceived, and avoid them. To whom did the A- 

poſtle give this Advice? To the Clergy at Rome? 
Nothing more vain; unleſs we will ſay the Clergy 

were all that were at Rome, beloved of God, and Chap. i. 7. 


thus ſay. The like Direction and Advice the ſame 
Apoſtle ſent to Corinth, for them to bind or cen- 
ſure the inceſtuous Perſon. Ir is reported, ſays he, 7 Cor. . r. 


- * = « 
- 9 — * 
* oo — 
> * * — . & 
I — — * — 4 uyʃ—— noe 


among whom ? the Clergy only? No, among the 
Body of Believers. What then ? Why, ſays he, 

In the Name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, when ye Ver. 4+ 
are gathered together, and my Spirit with Lor by] the 
Power of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, to deliver ſuch an 

one to Satan, for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, &c. 
When ye are gathered together; Who? the 
Clergy ? No, the Church or Faithful in Chriſt. 

We ſee here the Body of Believers in Corinth were 


„ 


Ver. 2,. 
13. 
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had receiv'd. What Power had they received but 
this of binding and looſing granted by Chriſt to 
his Church ? He goes on, Purge ye out the old Lea- 


ven, that ye may be a new Lump. Who are to be a 


new Lump? The Clergy only? Nothing more 


foreign, Again, ſays he, I wrote to you an Epiſtle 


not to company with Fornicators, To whom did 
the Apoſtle write? To the Rulers only? or to 
the whole Church? See the firſt Chapter; Paul, 
an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, to the Church of God 
which is at Corinth, to chem who are ſanctiſied in 
Chriſt Jeſus, called to be Sams, 'T his is far from 


being the Clergy only. Hence it is clear, 


＋ 


that the Apoſtle Paul gave Direction to 


the Church at Corimb, to exert the Power of 
binding, which Chriſt had granted to her: For if 


that Church had no ſuch Power, theſe Diredions 


and Exhortations had been in vain; for theſe 
Directions ſuppoſe a Power to be exerted ante- 
cedently received, which they were exhorted to 


exert. Theſe Exhortations brought no new 
Power, but only excited that Power which was 


lodg'd in the Church before. The Apoſtle's Let- 
ter ſtirr'd them up to exerciſe that Power which 
they had received from Chriſt by this Grant under 
conſideration, For, ſays he, Do ye not judge 
them that arc within? But them which are without, 


God judgeth, Therefore put away from among your 


ſelues that wicked. Perſon.  _ 
Compare this with what the Apoſtle ſays to 
the ſame People in his ſecond Letter, where he 
deſires the Church af Corinth to looſe this inceſtu- 
ous Perſon again, he being become penitent. 


2Cor. i. 6, Sufficient to ſuch a Man is this Puniſhment, or Cen- 


7, 85 9. 


much Sorrow. Therefore I beſeech you that ye will 


ſure, which was inflicted of many: ſo that contrari- 
wiſe ye ought to forgive and comfort him, leſt per- 
haps ſuch an one ſhould be ſwallow'd up with over- 
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confirm your Love towards him. To whom ye forgive 
any thing, I forgive alſo. Now, as the Apoſtle in 
his former Letter exhorted them to bind the Man 
for his Sin, in this he deſires and per ſuades them 
to looſe him again, he being a Penitent, and the 

End of their Diſcipline being anſwer'd, viz. the 

recovering of the Sinner. Thus we ſee, as they 

bad power to bind him, 1. e. to eject and caſt 
him out of their Society, or Communion ; ſo 
they had power to looſe him again, i. e. to for- 
give him being penitent, and receive him again 
into their Communion. Now, if all this don't 
prove the Power of binding and looſing lodg'd in 
the Church, or with the Society of Saints and 
Faithful in Chriſt; I am ſatisfied this Power 
is no where elſe to be found. 

The very ſame thing the Apoſtle exhorts the 
Theſſalonians to. Nom we command you, Brethren, 2 Theſ. ii. 
in the Name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye with - 6. 
draw your ſelves from every Brother that walketh- 
diſorderly. If any Man, Officer or private Mem- 
ber, obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note that 
Man, and have no Communion with him, that he may 
be aſhamed. Is it not to dream, to ſay that this 
Command or Exhortation was given to the Cler- 
gy or Rulers only? I can't imagine that ſo wild 
a Fancy can be entertain'd by any Man of a 
ſound Mind, ' who ſeriouſly confiders this thing 
with any tolerable Application of Thought. 
Now, what is all this but exerciſing the Power 
in jaſt and uſeful Diſcipline, which Chriſt had in- 

_ veſted his faithful Diſciples with. Thus I have 
ſhewn, by the Practice of the Churches in the 
Apoſtles Days, and that by the Direction and Ad- 

vice of the Apoſtles themſelves, that the Power 
of the Keys was lodg'd by Chriſt in his Church, 

and not with the Officers and Rulers only. 
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4 Vindication of de 
To add, if poſſible, a little more Light to 


this clear Truth, we may. conſider the Practice 
of the Churches in the next Ages after the Apoſ- 


tolick Age; and this may ſerve as a Comment on 


the Apoſtles Practice. We read of nothing more 
common ia Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, eſpecially in 
pure primitive Antiquity, than the ſtrict Diſci- 
pline the Churches of Chriſt uſed, particularly 


n cenſuring and caſting out of their Aſſemblies 


defective and putrid Members, purging out the 
Leaven of Wickedneſs; and receiving again in- 
to their Communion thoſe who by a Reformation 
of their Lives demonſtrated the Truth and Since- 
rity of their Repentance. I am aware that our 
Adverſaries will ſay, that the ſtrict Diſcipline 
which was obſerv'd in the primitive Churches, 
was executed by the Biſhops and Presbyters go- 
verning thoſe Churches, &c. This I am very 
willing to grant, foreſeeing no Detriment to the 
Cauſe I am pleading, by allowing that the Bi- 
ſhops and Presbyters of thoſe Churches who had 


| ſuch Officers, did preſide in thoſe Acts of Diſci- 


pline, and were as Eyes to the Churches, to di- 
rect them in the right Exerciſe of that Power 


wherewith they were inveſted by Chriſt; and 


that they were the Churches Mouths, to deliver 
their Sentences or Cenſures upoa Offenders. And 
This executive Power we are willing they ſhould 
ſtill exerciſe, by the Grant of Chriſt and his 
Churches. But that the Clergy, the Biſhops 
and Presbyters, did uſe this Diſcipline by any 


Power of their own, ſeparate and independent 


of the Churches whom they ſerved; we deny, 
This, indeed, the Adverſaries of the Church's 
Power ſtrongly affirm, but very weakly prove. If 
the Biſhops and Presbyters in thoſe pure Apes of 
Chriſtianity did not cenſure, excommunicate, or 
abſolve any publickly in their own Names, but 

- in 
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True Proteſtant Miniſtry. 
in the Name of the Charch, and all their pub- 
lick Cenſures were the Cenſares of the Church ; 
then what they did therein was by the Authority 
of Chriſt lodg'd in the Church, according to that, 
Whatſoever ye bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in 
Heaven, &c. But ſo we read in primitive Hiſ- 
tory, that *twas the Churches did excommunicate 
and caſt out of their Communion, and receive 
in again. | „„ 

This I might manifeſt by a Cloud of Witneſſes; 


but Iwill content my ſelf with only one at preſent, 


and that ſhall be Biſhop Cyprian, who flouriſh'd in 
the third Century; and I the rather fix on him, 
becauſe he is admir'd by the Adverſaries of this 
Truth. This Father, in his Epiſtle ſent to Cor- 
nelius, Paſtor of the Church at Rome, before the 
Roman Church was ſo corrupt as to become An- 
tichriſtian, complained, and faid, * O my 
« dear Brother, if you cou'd be preſent with 
de me, when theſe Men return from their Schiſm, 
© you wou'd wonder what Pains I take to perſuade 
« our Brethren to be patient, that laying aſide 
&« their Grief of Mind, they wou'd conſent to 
* the healing and receiving of thoſe who were 
ee fick, I can ſcarce perſuade, yea, I extort a 
ee Grant from my People, that ſuch be received 
„ to Communion.” In another Place, ſays he, 
« F Neither is it lawful for Biſhops, without the 
* Conſent of their People, by their own private 
& Sentence do any thing.” I think this muſt be 
granted, that if the Biſhops and Presbyters in 
thoſe Days cou'd not caſt out, or receive in, 


without the Conſent of the People, then what 


— 


» O ſi poſſes, frater Chariſſime, &c. Epiſt. 55. c. 17. 5. NPY, 
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they 


A Vindication of the © © 
they did in thoſe Acts was by the Authority of 


Chriſt lodg'd in the Churches, and not by any 


ſeparate and independent Power of their own. 
This then being the Practice of the Churches in 
the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, we may fairly 


of the Keys to the Church. And what was the 
Power of the Churches then by this Grant of 
Chriſt, is ſill, notwithſtanding the Clergy in 
ſome Places have uſurp'd this Power, and plead 
dg. th they alone were veſted with it: For tho 
the | 

in fa& poſſeſs it, *tis the Church's and People's 
_ of right by the Grant of Chriſt, as we 
have before prov'd. Now, if this Power of the 
Keys was granted by Chriſt to the Churches, 
then, as chuſing and calling Miniſters, and conſti- 
rating Officers, is by all Sides allow'd to be one 
Act of the Power of the Keys, *tis by the. Grant 
of the Keys to the Church ſtill in her Power to 
_ and conſtitute her own Officers and Mini- 
ſters. | | 


* 


Now to manifeſt this 1 ſhall farther ſhew, that 


in _— and conſtituting Officers and Miniſters, 
the Apoſtles always ated by and with the Con- 
ſent or Suffrage of the Churches, and not by any 
{ſeparate and independent Power of their own. 
And if I prove this, I preſame it will not be difh- 
cult to perſuade you to believe, that no Biſhop, 


not the moſt infallible one, hath now any ſuch ſe- 


parate Power independent of theChurches, to call, 
conſtitute, and impdſe any Miniſters or Officers 
on the Churches, without their previous Know- 
ledge and Confent. 5 
- "That the Apoſtles did not act in this Affair in- 
dependent of the Churches, but by and with the 
Conſent and Suffrage of the Churches, will ap- 
pear by their Practice recorded by Luke . 
| ( | The 


etgy in ſome Places claim this Power, and 
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the Hiſtory of their Actions, and in their Epiſ- 
The firſt Inſtance of any Choice of this Na- 
ture, is in Act, i. where we read of the Choice 
of Matthias to fill up the Traitor's Place. This 
Choice we find was made by the Suffrage of the 
whole Church, and not by the eleven Apoſtles 
alone; and that by Lot: And they, i. e. the Acts i. 25. 
whole Church, gave forth their Lots, and the Lot 
fell on Matthias, and he was number'd with the ele- 
ven Apoſtles. That this was by the Multitude, or 
whole Church, hear what Zzke, the ſacred Hiſ- 
torian, ſays of it a few Verſes before. And in ver. 15. 
thoſe Days, ſays he, Food up Peter in the midſt of 
the Diſciples, and ſaid (the Number of the Names 
together were about an hundred and twenty) Men and 
Brethren, &c. Now, if the Apoſtles did not act 
in this Affair ſeparate and independent of the 
Church in the Choice of an extraordinary Officer, 
one of their own Order, but thought the Con- 
ſent and Suffrage of the Church neceſſary, we 
may fairly conclude, from the greater to the leſ- 
ſer, much leſs would they in chuſing ordinary 
Miniſters: Therefore if the Church had Right to 
vote in an extraordinary Miniſter, and that in 
the Preſence of the whole College of Apoſtles, 
much more hath ſhe Right to chuſe her ordinary 
Officers now. 5 | 
Again, in chuſing Evangeliſts to travel with 
the Apoſtles, fuch as Timothy, Titus, Lucas, Si- 
las, &c. who were a ſort of extraordinary Mi- 
niſters, or Officers, whoſe Buſineſs was to at- 
tend the Apoſtles in 2 to be hel p- 
ful to them in their Miniſtry, who were to go 
with their Meſſages on extraordinary Occaſions; 
1 ſay, in chuſing ſuch, we find the Apoſtles did not 
uſe their own proper, ſeparate, apoſtolick Power 
independent of the Church's, but thought the 
T. "WI _ __  Suffrage 
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Saffrage-of the Churches neceſſary. And there- 
fore they are ſaid to be choſen by the Churches, 

2 Cor. vii, as will appear by what the Apoſtle Paul wrote to 

18, 19,23:The Corinthians, when he ſent Titus, one of theſe 

Officers, to Corinth, to receive the Contribution 

of that Church for the poor Saints: We have, 
ſays he, ſent with him a Brother, whoſe Praiſe is 

in the. Goſpel throughout all the Churches, (and not 
that only, but who was alſo choſen of the Churches to 
travel with us, &c.) Who was choſen, xe u 
dels v Tor EAM, i. e. by the common Conſent 
and Suffrage of the Churches. Therefore theſe Þ 
ſort of extraordinary Miniſters, or Officers, are 
called Apoſtles, or Meſſengers, of the Churches, 
becauſe they were choſen and ſent by the Chur- 
ches, and therefore called their Apoſtles, as be- 
low, in Verſe 23. daisoau kxaxanondy, They are, if 
they be inquired of, the Apoſtles or Meſſengers of the 
Churches, Now, methinks *tis very juſt and 
reaſonable to conclude, that if the Apoſtles 
thought the Suffrage of the Churches neceſſary 
in the Choice of thoſe Miniſters, who were to 
be their Companions, or Fellow-Labourers, in 
the Goſpel, that the Churches had Power from 
Chriſt to chuſe their own ordinary Miniſters and 
Officers. This ſhews us, that tho the Apoſtles 
had their Commiſſion immediately from Chriſt, 

[ all their Succeſſors were to have theirs from the 

Churches; and that no Man, or Set of Men, 

| might arrogate this Power to themſelves, the 

8 Apoſtles: put the Churches, even in their Days and 

9 Preſence, to chuſe their own Officers, to ſhew us 


where the Power to call and conſtitute Miniſters 
was lodg'd by Chriſt, i. e. in his Churches, . 
We find alſo, in chuſing and ſending extraor- | 
1 dinary Meſſengers upon extraordinary Occaſions, |Þ 
that the Apoſtles did not act by their own ſepa- 
rate and Independent Authority, as may be ſeen 
| | | | | : in 
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in the Meſſengers choſen by the Apoſtles, and El- 
ders, and Church at Feruſalem. Zuke, the ſacred Acts xv. 
Hiſtorian, acquaints us, that in the Church at 
Antioch there were ſome who were for impoſing 
Circumciſion on the Gentile Converts, and ſome 
others oppos'd it; and when the Diſpute was ſo 
hot, and the Contention run ſo high, that the Caſe 
could not be amicably adjuſted among themſelves, 
they mutually agreed to ſend Meſſengers to the Ver. 2. 
_ Apoſtles and Elders at Feruſalem. Tho Paul and 
Barnabas were there, they did not determine by 
themſelves who ſhou'd go as Meſſengers; but in this 
Caſe they ſubmitted to the Suffrage of the Church; 
and the Church at Antioch ſent Paul and Barna 
bas, and certain others with them, not mention- 
ed by Name. Thoſe Meſſengers being arrived at Ver. 4. nl 
Feruſalem, they were received of the Apoſtles and El- 5 
ders, and of the whole Church. And when they 0 
had declared their Meſſage, there was much diſ- 
puting on the Caſe. But after long and warm 
Debate, James, who we ſuppoſe at that time was 
Moderator of the Aſſembly, ſumm'd up the De- 
bate, and gave bis Opinion of the Caſe in diſ- 
pute, and what they ſhould determine to ſend as 
their Anſwer. And to James's 1 they 
all agreed; and therefore tis ſaid, Then pleamd Ver. 22. 
it the Apoſtles and Elders, and the whole Church, to 
ſend choſen Men of their own Company to Antioch, 
with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas ſurnamed 
Barſabas, and Silas, chief Men among the Brethren ; 
and they wrote Letters by them after this manner, 
Viz. The Apoſtles, Elders, and Brethren, ſend greet- 
ing, to the Brethren which are in Antioch, in Syria, 
and in Cilicia, &c. Nothing in all this Affair ſeems 
more plain than this, that tho the Apoſtles and 
Elders were preſent, they had ſo great regard 
to the Church, that in chuſing Meſſengers to ſend 
to Ant icch with their Determination, they did 

„ not 
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not act without the Conſent and Suffrage of the 
Church. Nor is any thing more clear than that the 
Church is put in Contradiſtinctions to the Apoſtles 
and Elders; therefore we can't gloſs it as tho the 
Apoſtles and Elders were the Church; for *tis 
faid, it pleas'd the Apoſtles and Elders, and the whole 
Church. 


| Upon the whole, I think we may juftly reafog, 
if the Conſent and Suffrage of the Churches was 
neceſſary in chufing extraordinary Officers and 
Meſſengers, and that in the Preſence of all the 
Apoſtles, then tis ſtill neceſſary in chufing ordi- 
nary Officers and Miniſters. But you ſee the firft 
is true, therefore the laſt. And if the Apoſ- 
tles did not act by any ſeparate and independent 
Power in chuſing extraordinary Officers in the 
Churches, but by and with the Conſent and Suf- 
frage of the Churches, then none of the Apoſtles 
Succeſſors have any ſuch ſeparate and independent 
Power now to act by, but onght in chuſing Mini- 
ſters now to act by the Conſent and Suffrage of the 
People, and that becauſe Chrift hath lodg'd this 


Power of chuſing Miniſters in his Church. 
But to come more cloſe to the Point, we find 


that in chuſing ordinary Paſtors and Teachers the 
Churches did chuſe them by their Suffrage, even 
in the Preſence of the Apoſtles. Therefore, 
when we find the Apoſtles only preſiding and 


directing the Churches in this Affair, and not | 


chuſing and impoſing Miniſters or Officers on 
them by their own proper, ſeparate, and inde- 


pendent Power, we may ſure conclude with good 


Reaſon that this Grant of chuſtag her own Of- 
ficers and Miniſters was made by Chriſt unto his 
Church, and not to the Clergy alone; and that all 
Biſhops and Elders ſnou'd lay aſide their Uſurpa- 
tion, and leave the Churches, as the Apoſtles did, 


Lc They can't fure be the Apoſtles and El- 
ders, and the whole Church too. 


* 10 
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to their own proper Work, i. e. to chuſe, as is 
moſt fit and reaſonable they ſhou'd, their own Offi- 

cers by their Sa as in the Apoſtles Days. 

The Evangeliſt Lale, in his hiſtorical Account a, vi. 2 

of this Affair, has told us, That the Apoſtles call 5 
the Multitude together, i. e. the Church, and ſaid, 

it 1s not acts e that we ſhou d leave the Mord 

of God, and ſerve Tables, In this Caſe did the 
Apoſtles, when they had aſſembled the Church, 
acquaint them, that they, by their own Autho- 

rity ſeparate and independent of the Church, had 
choſen ſeven Men, whom they had appoiated over 

this daily Miniſtration; and that for the future, 

their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry, by their ſeparate 
Authority, ſnhou'd take care to provide Officers 

and Miniſters for the Churches? Not one Word 

like it, but the reverſe. Therefore Brethren, ſay Ver. 3. 
they, go and look out from among you ſeven Men 

full of the Holy Ghoſt and Wiſdom, whom we may 
appoint over this Buſineſs. The Appointment or 

the Inſtitution of the Office of Deaconſhip was, 

you ſee, by Apoſtolick Authority and Direction; 

bat the Choice of the Perſons, and their Qualifi- 
cations for the Office, was left in the Power of 

the Ghurch, which ſhe was now by the Apoſtles 
Direction call'd upon to exerciſe according to the 
Grant of Chriſt her Lord and Husband. And ver. 5. 

| the Saying pleaſed the Multitude, i. e. the Church, 
and they choſe ſeven, Stephen and Philip, &c. 
Whom they ſet before the Apoſtles, and when they 
had prayed they laid their Hands on them. 

This famous Inſtance gives us a very clear 
Idea of this whole Affair, as a Precedent for the 
Churches in After-Ages to the World's End. 
Here we have the Church call'd together, that 
they might be unanimous in their Choice; we 
have the Apoſtles preſiding and directing the 
Church ia their Choice; here is the Power — — 

ö 88 eople 


people exercisd in chuſing by their Suffrage ſeven 
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Men; here are the Apoſtles or Elders confirming 
the People's Choice by Prayer, and Laying on of 
Hands. This Inſtance ſets before us every one's 
proper Work in ſetting apart Men to any Office 
in the Church, The Elders, if any, are to pre- 


fide and to direct, but not to impoſe z the People 


by their Suffrage are to chuſe, and the Elders are 


to confirm the Election by Laying on of Hands. 


Acts xiv. 
22, 23. 


All that the Clergy have to do in this Affair, is, 
to direct the People in their Choice, and to con- 
firm their Election by Prayer, and laying of their 


Hands upon the Perſons choſen; which you ſee 


is far ſnort of the Part they preſume to act in 
many Places, by their Uſurpation of the Church's 
Power. Hence we may reaſon, if the Church by 
her Charter granted by Chriſt, did, in the Pre- 


ſence of the whole College of Apoſtles, chuſe her 


ordinary Officers and Teachers, and that by the 
Advice and Direction of the Apoſtles; and the 
Apoſtles did not call and conſtitute her Officers 
for her, by their own ſeparate and independent 


Power; then this Power is in the Church ſtill by 


the ſame Grant of Chriſt; and no Set of Men in 


the World ſhou'd impoſe Miniſters on them, 
| 1 their Knowledge and Conſent previouſſy 


Jo ſet this Matter yet in a clearer Light, and 
to put it beyond Diſpute, the Evangeliſt: Luke 


acquaints us, that Paul and Barnabas went about, 
confirming the Souls of the Diſciples, and the7 
ordain'd them Elders in every Church. When 


they had ordain'd them Elders in every Church, and 
had pray'd with faſting, they commended them to 


the Lord. Here we have again the diſtinct Parts 


of Chuſers and Ordainers; we have in this Text 
Paul and Barnabas, ex prefeſſo, on the Work be- 
fore us. Here, I conceive, Paul and Barnabas ated 


juſt 
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juſt the ſame Part as the Apoſtles did before in 
the Choice of Deacons; they preſided and dire&- 
ed the Churches in their chuſing, and on them 
whom the Churches had choſen, they laid their 
Hands. and pray'd. Queen El:zaberh's Bible, or 
the Tranſlators who dedicated the Bible in the 
Engliſh Tongue to Queen Elizabeth, printed in 
the Year 1576, read theſe Words, according to 
the Original thus, which is indeed the true 
Reading; And when they had ordain'd them El- 
ders by Election in every Church; and they give 
us the Reaſon of their ſo rendring it in the 
Margin, “ For the Word yugoroirarres, ſay they, 
« ſignifies to elect, by putting up the Hands, 
% which declareth that Miniſters were not made 
« without the Conſent of the People. And 
Mr. Beza renders it after the ſame manner, per 
Suffragia creaſſent. This ſhews, ſaith he, that 
Paul and Barnabas exerciſed no ſuch Tyranny 
«© over the Churches, as is found in the Roman 
„ Church. And if we look to the Notation 
of the Word yergororivarres, it properly ſignifies to 
chuſe by Suffrage, or by lifting up the Haad. 
Thus we have a clear Notion of this Action by 
the common Uſe of this Word in the Practice of 
civil Societies chuſing Perſons to Office; for no 
Man that is any thing acquainted with the uſe of 
this Word, in chuſing Men to civil Offices, can 
. be ignorant of what the People do in that Caſe. - 
' i Nbw, no body can dream that Paul and Barnabas, 
being but two Perſons, did properly xegorovtir, i. e. 
chuſe by Lifting up of Hands; but this muſt be 
the People's Act, Paul and Barnabas preſiding and 
direQing therein. For, if this had been meant 
of Ordination, vulgarly ſpeaking, by Impoſition 
of Hand, as our Opponents wou'd willingly per- 
ſuade us to believe, then, I conceive, it wou'd 
have been gaigas ndirrer for xuronvia and , 
76 71 by F denotes 
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denotes two different Adions; the firſt denotes 
the People's Act in chuſing by Suffrage; the ſe⸗ 
cond, the Elders or Biſhops a& in Layir on of 
Hands upon the Per ſons . the People have 
elected. For tho we müuͤſt allow, that 1k 
ſometimes ſignifies, and is uſed for chuſing any 
Way, and for the ſimple Appointment of A ſingle 
Perſon yet its moſt proper and common Uſe and 
Signification is to chuſe by Suffrage: and ſo tis 
"moſt rea ſonable to underſtand it re: becauſe *tis 
Hard to think, that Paul and Banabas would in 
this Affair go, not only againſt the common and 
eu fual practice'of the other A poſt les, but agkinſt 
the Authority of ' Chriſt their Loru, whe that 
gran ted Power to the Churches to chule their own 

cers. 'And' becauſe Prayer with Faſting hete is 
pie as a ſubſequent Action to 70 fc e, 


Which always ſeen the Loletinity, abd:tneed 


Acts xiii. 


I, 2, 39 


is the proper Work of the Elders or Biſhops z we 
may conclude, that the People or Churches did the 


firſt Part by their Suffrage, ant the Elders Paul 


and Barnabas the laſt, to 'conttude the Solem- ; 
_ nity of Ordination, as in dur Day is ufual in 


fome Proteſtant Churches, with thoſe Biftiops and 
Presbyters, who act in'this Affair according to 


"the Rule of Chriſt, our great Legiffator. 
The 1 3th Chapter of the Aeg of the Apoſtles, 
may, Tthink, be allow'd to afford usa little Light 
in this Cafe, where we have an Account, that in 
the Church at Antioch there were certain Teacher 
and Prophets, and the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me 
Paul and Barnabas for & Work whereunto I have 
called them; and when they had: faſted and? prayed, 
and layed (hetr Hands on them, they ſent them 


away. Here, tho the Holy Ghoſt had fix d on Pau! 


and Barnabas, and had given them an internal Call 


to the Work that was appointed for them, yet you 


75 ſee the Church muſt proceed regularly;and uſe her 


Authority, 


True Proteſtant Miniſtry. 43 


Authority, and in a. publick and, ſolemn Manner 
muſþ — 8 and ſet them apart to the Work for 
which they were qualify*d by the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Church muſt ſend em out to preach the Goſ- 
pel, which, was that peculiar Work which the Lord 
had called them to. They were accordingly ſent 
out, and at their Return they made a Report to. 
their Principals how: they had executed their Com- 
wiſſion,, and what Succeſs they had met with. 
When they were returned to Antioch from whence Ads xiv. 
they had been recommended to the Grace. of God, 26, %. 
they. gathered the Church together, and rehearſed all 
that Gad had done with them, and how he had 
opened. a Door of Faith to the Gentiles. From 
whence. I reaſon, if the Lord wou'd not by bis 
own-abſolute and deſpotic Power ſend out any 
Miniſters. after the Cfarches were ſettled, bur 
order the Church, to ſeparate them whom he had 
qualify/d, and they were to be ſent out hy the 
Suffrage of the Church; then 'tis plain, that in 
ordinary the Churches have Power to chuſe and 
ſend Men whom the Lord hath qualify'd to preach 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, and this their Miſſion is a 
Before I quit this Head, give me leave to add, 
that pure Primo- Primitive Autiquity gives us this 
Caſe entirely; and early Antiquity is a good In- 
terpreter of the Apoſtles Practice therein: for the 
Churches, in the very next Ages after the Apoſtles, 
proceeded. after the ſame Mode, and took the 
ſame. way to appoint and conſtitute their Officers, 
as we have ſeen the Churches did in the Preſence 
of the Apoſtles. That the Churches did, in the 
next Apes after the Apoſtles, chuſe their own 
Miniſters or Officers, by the Advice and. Direc- 
tion of their Elders, we have a Cloud of Wits 
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A Vindication of the 
yond diſpute. This was the conſtant and univer- 
ſal Practice of the Churches, until the Pride, Am- 
bition, and Covetouſneſs of the Clergy broke in 
upon this Right of the Churches, and uſurped this 
their antient Authority, and appropriated all 
the Power to themſelves. But to keep the People 
in Ignorance of this their antient Right, and to 
. eſtabliſh themſelves in their Uſurpation, they cun- 
ningly contriv'd to call themſelves the Church, 
as tho they were God's peculiar Portion, his 
e-, diſtin& from the People; when God knows 
they are the leaſt Part thereof, But yet we find, 
that this antient and laudable Cuſtom continu'd 
in the Churches till about the middle of the third 
Century; for till then the Magdeburg “ Centuria- 
tors ſay, it was uſual for the Church to chuſe their 
Miniſters by Lot; but afterwards, as the Uſur- 
pation of the Clergy increas'd, this Power of the 
Churches dwindled away, till it came to meer 
Mockery and Pageantry, as at this Day among 
ſome. In the third Century, we find at Antioch 
the Church chuſing a Succeſſor to Anterius de- 
ceas'd ; at Rome we find the People chuſing Fabian; 
and after his Death we find 'em chuſing Cornelius. 
At Carthage the Church choſe Cyprian, about the 
ſame time, if Pontius in the Life of Cyprian ſays 
true ; © Who, + ſays he, was choſen to the 
& Biſhoprick by the Favour of the People. 
And this Father Cyprian is ſo full to our Pur- 
ſe, that I will crave leave to cite his Teſtimony 

ia this Cauſe, He was, it ſeems, addreſs'd to by 
the Clergy and People of Spain, and his Opinion 


— 


— 


U ſitatum fuerit Eccleſiis per ſortem Miniſtros elig i 6; unde 
: _ a Cleros Miniſtri dicebanturs Magd. Hiſt. Cent. 2. 
C 4p. 61. : 5 : 
+ Dei Judicio & plebis favore ad officium Sacerdotii & Epiſ- 
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and Judgment was deſir'd both by Letter and 
Meſſengers. They ſent. to him to know, whe-: 
ther they ought to re- admit Baſilides and Martial, 


two Clergymen whom they had cenſured for 


communicating with Idolaters in the Time of 

Perſecution. This being a very weighty Caſe, 
and which in all probability wou'd be a Precedent 
for the Churches to a& by for the future, Father 
Cyprian to ſtrengthen his Authority, that his Ad- 
vice might be receiv'd without heſitation, deſir d 

ſome of his Brethren, neighbouring Biſhops, to aſ- 
fiſt herein; and on mature Deliberation of this 
important Caſe, Cyprian and his Collegues cane 
to this Determination, and ſent it as their Anſwer 
to the Clergy and Churches of Spain. © Let not 
« the People flatter themſelves, that they can be 
e free from the Contagion, if they communicate 
« with an infected Prieſt, and give their Conſent 
“ to the unjuſt and unlawful Epiſcopacy of their 
* Biſhop: for which Reaſon, the People obedicar 
e to the Lord's Commands, and fearing God, 
ce ought to ſeparate. themſelves from a wicked 
« Biſhop, and not mix themſelves with the Wor- 
< ſhip of a ſacrilegious Prieſt; for they, i. e. the 
% People, chiefly have the Power of chuſing wor- 
« thy Prieſts, and of refuſing the — : 


* Nec ſibi plebs blandiatur, quaſi immunis eſſe à contagio 
delicti poſſit cum Sacerdote peccatore communicans, & ad in- 


juſtum & illicitum præpoſiti ſui Epiſcopatum conſenſum ſuum 
commodans ; propter quod plebs obſequens præceptis Domini- 


cis & Deum metuens A peccatore præpoſito ſeparare ſe debet; 
nec ſe ad ſacrilegi Sacerdotis ſacrificia miſcere; quando ipſa 
maxime habeat poteſtatem vel eligendi 2 Sacerdotes, vel 
indignos recuſandi, quod id ipſum videmus, de Divina Authoritate 
deſcendere ---- de univerſæ fraternitatis Suffragio ---- diligenter de 
Traditione Divina & Apoſtolica Obſervatione ſervandum eſt & 
tenendum apud nos quoque, ut fere per univerſas Provincias te- 
„ 35 By = be | 3 
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© & which Power, ſay they, came down from Di- 
d vine Authority. And: afterwards: ſpeaking 


of Ordination, they ſay, Twas done by the: 
« Suffrage of the whole Church. And farther 
they ſay, © That this was to be kept and obſerv'd. 


<« as. a Divine Tradition, and Apoſtolick Oſerva- 
ct tion with them, as it was in almoſt all the Pro- 


& vinces. Now this Teſtimony is of the more 


Weight, becauſe tis not the haſty Opinion of 


one fingle Biſhop alone, but the Teſtimony of 
feveral Biſhops in Council together, and that on 
mature Conſideration; and that not only their 


Opinion in Matters of Speculation, but their 


Joint Teſtimony as to Matter of Fact, and that 
in their own Day and Practice; and that not only 


the Practice of one or two Churches, but the 


Practice of the Churches in almoſt all the Pro- 


vinces; and that not by a Power uſurp'd, but 


derived from Divine Authority, and by Apoſto- 


lick Obſervation: and this they did not only af- 


ſert, but gave it under their Hands, as that which 

they wou'd ſtand by and vindicate, if there was 
occaſion. 35 | Ef 
I am not ignorant, that Cardinal Be/armine and 


others of that Side ſay, that this Liberty of the 


People in chuſing their own Paſtors, was granted 


to them at firſt by the Indulgence of the Clergy; 


but they ſeeing them abuſing this Power, by little 
and little took it from them again. This is an 
honeſt Confeſſion, that the People had fuch a 
Power in time paſt z. but it fails both in ſaying 
that it was granted by way of Indulgence from 
the Clergy, and in ſuggeſting that they had 


power to take it from the People again; for no 


Man on Earth bath. Power to take it from the 
Churches, for it is granted ta them by. Chriſt, 
and his Grant is irreverſible. Not any; Pope or 


Biſhop whatſoever can reverſe what Chriſt hath 
. Eranted'to his Churdn. Thus 
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Thus I have gone thro the firſt Part of my Task; 


and I think I have clearly ꝓrov'd from the Grant 


of Chriſt, the Practice af the Apoſtles and the 
Churches in their Days, and the Practice of the 
'Ghurches in the Ages next to the Apoſtalick Age, 
that the Churches have Power to chuſe and conſti- 
tute their own Paſtors and Teachers. And hav- 
ing prov'd this Point ſo fully, I might very well 
he diſcharged from the reſt that is behind, as 
what is of no great conſequence; but ſeeing 
there is ſo much made of it by the Adverſaries of 
this Truth, I look on my felf oblig'd to give it 
its due Conſideration. I come therefore next to 
anſwer to the great and noiſy Objection which 
hath been, andi is atithis Day, raiſed againſt this 
true Proteſtant Miſſion: which I have been proving. 
The Objection then is this. 211 

Obj. Tho it may be granted, that the Churches 
have ſome Right to chuſe their Miniſters, yet our 
_-Miſſion is not valid; we have no Authority to 
preach the Word, or to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, becauſe in our Ordination we have not the 
Hands of Biſhops laid on us, who derive their 
Epiſcopal Authority by an uninterrupted Line of 
Saceeſſion of Biſhops from the Apoſtles. This is 
what our Adverſaries ſay ought to be, to 
make our Miſſion valid; and he who does not 


thus derive his Miſſion, or Authority to- miniſter 


in holy Things from *Biſhops, who derive their 
Authority from the Apoſtles by an uninterrupted 
rectilineal Succeſſion: of Biſhops thus Epiſcopally 
ordain'd, hath no valid Miſſion, 'or Authority to 
preach the Word, or [miniſter in holy Things; 
and'ithe Confequence is, that all his Adminiſtra- 
tions are null and void. And this they take ſpe- 
cial care to inſinuate into the People, that they 
may invalidate our Miniſtry, and by this means 
make the People become Bigets to themſelves, as 
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the only Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt: And 
they ſtick not to affirm, that the People hazard 
the Salvation of their Souls, who attend on our 


Preaching, or any of our Adminiſtrations; for 


whatever we do in holy Things, is as tho *twas 
never done; all our Sacred Miniſtrations are a 


Nullity. 


Now, if as theſe Men aſſert Baptiſm is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to Salvatiog 
with theſe Men is no Baptiſmi Wah, 
not Epiſcopally ordain'd are with them but Lay- 
Men, and all Ordinances adminiſter'd by ſuch, 
loſe all their Efficacy as to the Good of their Souls 
who ſit under their Adminiſtrations ; ſurely, my 
"Brethren, we had need all look to our ſelves, for 
we run great hazard: They who attend on our 


Wand Lay-Baptiſm 
I | 3 and all Men 


Adminiſtrations, loſe. not only the preſent Benefit 


of the Ordinances which we adminiſter as the 
Ordinances of Chriſt, but riſque the Salvation of 
their Souls; and we our ſelves, who according to 
theſe Men, uſurp an Authority we have no Right 
to, had need look to our ſelves, for we muſt be 
accountable to the Lord for the Deſtruction of 
thoſe Souls who ſhall be loſt by our means. And 
if *tis as our. QbjeQors ſay, that there is no Chriſ- 
tianity without Baptiſm, and there can be no va- 
lid Baptiſm without regular Miſſion, and that 
there is no regular Miſſioa without regular Ordi- 
nation, and that there is no regular Ordination 
but by Biſhops, who derive their Epiſcopal Au- 
thority from the Apoſtles in a direct Line of un- 
interrupted Succeſſion of Biſhops. Epiſcopally or- 


dain'd ; theſe. Men themſelves had need be very 


- ſure, that they have this very Miſſion they pre- 
tend to, and which they ſay we want; ſince they 
hang not only the Salvation of others Souls there- 
on, but the Salvation of their own Souls, which 
is a Matter of the higheſt Conſequence. One 


wou'd 
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wou'd think they ſhou'd make their own Miſſion 
as plain as a Mathematical Demoaſtration ; but 
after all their Bravadoes, and great ſwelling 
Words, 'tis juſt what the Fowler ſaid of the 
Nightingale, Vox & preterea nihil. And as to the 
Danger they thunder out, that the People are in 
who attend our Adminiſtrations, it is Noiſe, an 
empty Noiſe without Hurt, *tis Thunder with- 
out Lightning. Therefore be not fcared, my 
Friends, the Danger is not ſo great, as theſe Men 
wou'd perſuade you to believe it is; which I hope 
to ſhew you preſently. What the Objection ſup- 
poſes we want in our Ordiaation, we readily 
confeſs we han't, nor do we deſire it; becauſe we 
don't need it, for as long as we have a Succeſſion 
of the Apoſtles Doctrine, we have ſufficient in 
our Churches to give us a valid Miſſion. And this 
is what the whole Proteſtant Reformation reſt on 
for their Miſſion, For we who are Diſſenters 
here in England from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, have 
the ſame valid Miſſion with all Proteſtants, not 
only abroad, but with the Church of England her 
ſelf; for we have as regular a Miſſion as ſhe (and 
conſequently our Objectors themſelves ) can juſtly 
pretend to: For we have internal Qualifications, 
and an external Call of a Company of faithſul Men, 
where the pure Word of God is preach'd, and the 
Sacraments are duly adminiſter d > which accord- 
ing to the 19th Article of the Church of England 
Is a viſible Church of Chriſt : and we are conſe- 
crated, or ſet apart with Fiſting and Prayer, and 
laying on of the Hands of the Presbyters. But with 
our Objectors this won't do; *tis not ſufficient, 
unleſs we have the Hands of Biſhops, who derive 
their Epiſcopal Authority from the Apoſtles in a 
dire& Line of uninterrupted Succeſſion. Unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion ?; verily, conſidering what 
Streſs there is laid thereon, 'the very Sound of 
G thoſe 


50 
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thoſe Words are ſhocking to a conſiderate Mind; 
for it don't ſeem rational that there is any ſuch 
thing to be had: Tis altogether improbable, if 
not impoſſible, that there can be any ſuch thing; 
nay, tis impoſſible in the Nature of the thing, 
without a continued Series of Miracles in every 


Ange to make it good. 


Let us alittle conſider the Nature of Epiſcopal 
Government: What is there in the Nature of 
Epiſcopal Government, to render it more ſtable 
or laſting, or to defend it ſelf againſt the 
Pride, Ambition, Avarice, or Malice of deſign- 


ing Men, more than there is in the Nature of Ci- 
vil Government to defend it ſelf, and ſeem to 
it ſelf a rectilineal Succeſſion without Interrup- 


tion? Is there any Inſtance can be given under 
Heaven, that any Civil Government hath main- 
tain'd it ſelf in a rectilineal Succeſſion uninterrup- 
ted for half ſo long as this uninterrupted Line 
of Epiſcopal Authority pretends to? And can 
any Man ſatisfy himſelf that this Epiſcopal 
Authority hath met with none of thoſe unlacky 
Incidents to interrupt it, as all human Govern» 


ments have met with? *Tis with me hardly cre- 


dible. Nay, we muſt ſuppoſe the Great and All- 


wiſe God to interpoſe by his wonder-working 


Power to maintain this otherwiſe impoſſble 
Thing: And 'tis not eaſy to perſuade a rational 
Man to believe, that our All-wiſe God and Go- 
vernor wou'd put himſelf to the Expence of a 


continued Series of Miracles, without a viſible 


Neceſſity. . | 

But allowing what is unreaſonable to grant, 
that *tis not improbable in general but ſuch a 
thing may be; from what Apoſtle would theſe 
Men have us derive this uninterrupted Succeſſion? 


I can't think they will ſay from St. Thomas, whole 
Province, "they ſay, was to preach to the — 
thians 


\ 
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thians and Indians, This will be too far to fetch 
it. And as for Andrew, Philip, Matthew, Bar- 
tholomew, and Matthias, &c. their Succeſſion is 
ſo very obſcure, *twill be too great Trouble to 
ſearch after it. And for any Succeſſion from Paul 
at Antioch, T ſuppoſe we need not trouble our 
ſelves about it: That is ſwallow'd up long ago. 
And for Succeſſion from James at Feruſalem, I 
don't remember that any of our ObjeQors ever 
pretended to derive from him. I conclude we 
muſt come nearer home: Is it then from Rome 
that we muſt derive this uninterrupted Succeſ- 
fion of Epiſcopal Power? Is it from the Apoſtle 
Peter at Rome? This 1 fix on, as that which I 
preſume theſe Men pretend to: And I am ſtreng- 
then'd in this my Preſumption, becauſe they 
have ſo great Eſteem of the Romiſh Orders, that 
if a Jeſuit, or Romiſh Prieſt come over to them, 
he hath no need to be reordain'd; he ſhall be re- 
ceived as a Brother in Holy Orders: but if a 
Diſſenter, who hath been ordained by Proteſtant 
Presbyters, ſhall propoſe to conform, he muſt 
renounce his former Ordination, and be reor- 
dain'd, before he ſhall be admitted to officiate 
with them. Taking this for granted, I muſt 
fay *tis hard Meaſure we have from theſe Men, 
that they ſhould ſend ns for this uninterrupted 
Epiſcopal Authority where 'tis not to be had : 
Nor is it over modeſt in theſe Men, to object 
againſt our Miſſion the want of that Mich they 
have not in their own, Tho I muſt 
an ungrateful Task to lay open other People's In- 
firmities, and diſcover their Weakneſſes, yet be- 
ing under a Neceſſity to vindicate our ſelves, no 
body can take it amiſs to have their Naked neſs 
diſcover'd by taking away the Veil. 3 
Wou'd theſe Men ſend us to Rome for uninter- 
rupted Epiſcopal Authority? I ſay, *tis not » 
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be had there for us: And *tis not a little dvbious 
whether theſe Men have any regular Epiſcopal 
Authority from Rome themſelves. And if any 
Man will but impartially conſider theſe three 
Things, he will with me ſee it very ſuſpicious: 
For, | 
1. The Romaniſts ſtrenuouſly deny that ever 


the Church of England had any regular Epiſcopal 


Authority from them, and as yet ſub judice lis eſt. 
They fay that the Miniſters of the Church of 


England are no Miniſters, but Laymen; and that 
the Church of England hath no regular Biſhops or 


Prieſts; and that all their Adminiſtrations are 
invalid, as well as ours; which may be ſeen by 
what Mr. Ward * printed but laſt Year. Sure, 


before we ſubmit and yield up our preſent Orders, 


and crave regular Epiſcopal Orders from them, 
*tis but reaſonable to expect that they produce 
their regular Epiſcopal Orders from Rome, and 
make their uninterrupted Orders from Rome 
good againſt the Objections of the Romaniſts. 


Let 'em anſwer more fully the Allegation of the 
| Romaniſt againſt the Conſecrations of the Proteſ- 


tant Biſhops, and ſet the Nag's- Head Conſecra- 


tion in a clearer Light. But was the Denial of 
the Romaniſts all we had to ſay, we had indeed no 


great reaſon to ſcruple; becauſe we believe they 


won't ſtick to ſpeak falſly to reproach the Re- 


formation, and load the Proteſtants with Infa- 
my: But that which ſtrengthens this Conſidera- 
tion, and adds Weight to the Romaniſts Denial, 
| 4 Our Reformers renounc'd all Orders recei- 


ved from Rome: They diſclaim'd all Papiſtical 


Authority. It was a thing common in Queen 
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True Proteſtant Miniſtry. 
Eli abeth's Days to hear the Papiſts reproach the 
Reformation with what theſe Men are pleas'd to 
reproach us, z. e. that the Proteſtant Reformers 
had no regular Miſſion; and that the Church of 
England her ſelf had no regular Biſhops, or 
Prieſts. And this is the Burden of their Song to 
this very Day. Now, if our Reformers had 
known that they had receiv'd, according to theſe 
Mens Notions, regular Epiſcopal Authority from 
Rome, (which they muſt know, to be ſure, if it 
was true) it had been eaſy for them, while things 
were freſh in Memory, to have prov'd their own 
Miſſion, which was call'd into queſtion by their 
great Antagoniſts. It had been no Difficulty for 
them to have produc'd the authentick Records of 
every Biſhop's Conſecration, (which is to this 
Day call'd in queſtion,) and have deriv'd their 
Succeſſion from the Romaniſts themſelves, eſpe- 
cially when they cou'd be but one or two Removes 
from them. But alas! inſtead of this, our Re- 
formers diſclaim'd and renounc'd all Orders re- 
ceiv'd from Rome. Now, I appeal to any Man of 
Reaſon, whether *tis not very ſuſpicious that 
ever theſe Men ſhou'd have thoſe regular unin- 
terrupted Orders which they pretend to from 
Rome, when the Papiſts deny that they ever had 
any from them, and to this Day reproach the 
Church of England for want of it; and our Re- 
formers, inſtead of ſolidly proving their Miſſion 
regularly deriv'd from Rome, ſolemnly renounc'd 
and diſclaim'd any Orders receiv'd from Rome, 
ſaying, We defy, deteſt, and abhor their ſtink- 
ing greaſy Antichriſtian Orders. © I would not 
te have you think, ſays * Whitaker, that we make 
% ſuch reckoning of your Orders, as to hold 
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et our own Vocation unlawful without them: 


« Therefore keep your Orders to your ſelves,” T 
« You are much deceiv'd, ſays * Dr. Full, if you (c 
« think we eſteem your Offices of Biſhops, Prieſts, 6 


« and Deacons, any better than Laymen ; and 
« you preſume too much, to think that we re- 
« ceive your Ordering to be lawful.“ And this 
was the Language of the whole Reformation 
Nat home and abroad, Can we think that our 
' wiſe and holy Reformers would have thus done, 
had they either believed that the Validity of all 
their Adminiſtrations depended thereon, or had 
known that they had received regular Orders 
from Rome? No, ſure. Does it not then appear 
very ſuſpicious that theſe Men ſhould have thoſe 
valid Orders which they pretend to from Rome, 
when, if they have, they muſt have them from 
theſe Reformers, who thus diſclaim'd any Epiſ- 
copal and Prieſtly Orders receiv'd from Rome? 
And is it not very unfair to object that againſt 
our Miſſion, which they have not in their own? 
Add to this, 8 
3. That the great Writer of the Refor ma- 
tion of the Engliſh Church (who muſt in Charity 
be ſuppos'd to know as much of this Matter as 
any of theſe Boaſters of Epiſcopal Succeſſion) 
has left this Matter very doubtful, where it ought 
| _. to have been clear'd up, if it had been fact: I 
| mean, in his & Expoſition of the Twenty third Article, 
| which treats in particular of a regular Miſſion. 
6 This Article, ſays he, does not reſolve this in- 
© to any particular Conſtitution, but leaves that 
Matter open and at large for ſuch Accidents 
as had happen'd, and ſuch as might ſtill hap- 


—— — 
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* Fulk's Anſwer to Counterfeit Cath. = 
T Biſhop Burnet's Expoſition of the 39 Articl. p. 257, 258. 
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e pen. They who drew it, had the State of the 
„ ſeveral Churches before their Eyes that had 
« been differently reform'd ; and altho their own 
& had been leſs forc'd to go out of the beaten 
% Path than other, yet they knew that all things 
« among themſelves had not gone according to 
4 thoſe Rules which ought to be ſacred in regular 
© Times, But Neceſſity has no Law; and is a 
« Law to it felf,” Here is an ingenuous Ac- 
knowledgment that the Church of England in her 
Reformation, with reſpect to her Miſhon, or Or- 


ders, went out of the beaten Path, as well as others: 


And if ſo, we may well conclude the Reaſon 


why our Reformers did not undertake to prove 


their regular Miſſion, or Epiſcopal Authority, 
deriv'd from Rome. Now put all this together, 


and [ believe you will not judge me uncharitable, 


when I ſay *tis very ſuſpicious that theſe Men 
han't themſelves what they object we want. For 
if the Romaniſts Denial, that ever they had any 
regular Epiſcopal Authority from them, and the 
Silence of our firſt Reformers as to that Point, 
and their diſclaiming any Orders receiv'd from 
Rome, and this back*d with the Acknowledgment 
of the great Hiſtoriographer of the Engliſh Refor- 
mation, that the Church of England went out of 
the beaten Path for her Miſſion, don't make it du- 
bious, I don't know what we ſhall ſay is dubious, 
But I will veature to ſay more, and not fear being 
judg'd as cenſorious: That the Line was broke, 
and the uninterrupted Succeſſion is loſt, For if 
going out of the beaten Path for Epiſcopal Miſ- 


ſion, and diſclaiming any Epiſcopal Authority 


from Rome, is not a manifeſt Breach in the Line, 
I know not what is. And if the Line is, broken 
but in one Link, uninterrupted Succeſſion is at 
an end. Thus we ſee what theſe Mens ſwelling 
Words and great Boaſts of uninterrupted Succeſ- 
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I Vindication of the 
ſion of Epiſcopal Authority is come to; and what 
little Reaſon we have to be terrify'd for the want 


of what they themſelves han't; and how unrea- 
ſonable tis for *em to object againſt our Miſſion, 


what they want in their own. 


But to try the Strength of this Objection, and 


to allow it its due Weight, we will for once, and 
for Argument's ſake, grant what you ſee is diffi- 


cult, if not impoſſible, for theſe Men to prove, 


i. e. that our Reformers did not go out of the 
beaten Path, but derived their Epiſcopal Autho- 


rity from the Romaniſts in a regular way; yet 
this, if proved, will not afford uninterrupted 


Succeſſion of Epiſcopal Authority from the Apoſ- 


tles; becauſe the Church of Rome was become 
antichriſtian, And 'tis a mere Jeſt to ſay Anti- 
chriſt can convey valid Orders to Men to preach the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. Sure, our Bleſſed Saviour never 
gave Antichriſt any ſuch Authority. I am well 
appris'd that our Objectors are ſo fond of Romiſh 
Orders, that they affirm, That tho the Romar 
Church was a corrupt Church in many Things, 
yet ſne was not become antichriſtian till after 
they had received their Orders from her; for, 
ſay they, the Errors of the Church of Rome were 
the Errors of particular Men, until the curſed 
Council at Trent had declared and decreed them 
to be the Principles of the Church. Tho *tis not 
hard to ſhew that the contrary to this is Truth; 
that the Characters of Autichriſt, according to 
the Apoſtle's Deſcription, were viſible in that 
Church long before that Council ſat; and that 
the Reformers in Germany ſeparated from her as 
ſuch before that time, as is manifeſt in the Hiſ- 


torical Accounts of that Reformation, that Coun- 


cil being called under pretext to heal the Breach, 
and to reform what was judg'd amiſs; yet allow- 
ing what theſe Men would have, twill appear - 

_ 4 
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be but a very ſorry Refuge; "ell in the Sequel 
rbin their own Cele. | 
For if Rome Rad ſtill the Chari@ters of a true 
Church, and had a valid Miſfowat the Reforma- 
tion; then the Refortnation was a Schiſm, and 
nöt a lawful Separation; 3 for according to theſe 
Gentlemens Opinion, and their Treatment ef 
Difſetiters from them, every Separation from a 
frae-Church, tho ſhe is corrupt, is ſchiſmatical. 
Nor if the 'Charch: of Rome was only corrupt, 
and ndt antichriſtian, and ſhe had the Character 
of à true Church, and cou'd give valid Miſſion, 
then gur Refor mers were Schiſmaticks for ſepara- 
ting from her, as h ktue Chureh. If fo, then 
this not only ſcandalizeth and reproaches the 
whole Reformation; hüt damns their own Miſ- 
fol at once; for this cuts the Line of unintet- 
rupted Sacceflion all to pieces ; fot no Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks, according to their own Notion, 
(and tis; but juſt tö allow them to be conſiſtent 
with themſelves) can have valid Miſſion. Now, 
if thefe Men received any Miffion from Rome, 
it moſt be from the hands of theſe excommuni- 
cated and damn'd Heteticks and Schiſmaticks, 
our firſt Reformers; and theſe Men continuing 
the 'Schiſm, tho perhaps unwillingly, all their 
Orders muſt be ſchiſnatical, and conſequently 
invalid; according to'the Strictneſs of their own 
Principle : For out fftſt Reformers were excom- 
municated and dammd by the Church of Rome as 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks; and therefore the 
Papiſts ook on all the Miniſters of the Church 
of Ergland as mere Laymen; nor will they admit 
any of them to officiate with them without Re- 
ordination, at this Day, as Mr. Ward but laſt Year 
affures us! Now twill be very difficult for theſe 
Men to extricate themſelves from this Dilemm2, 
to make their Orders valid, according to their 
H own 


58 4 Vindication of the 
own Notion : For either the Church at Rome Was 
antichriſtian at the Reformation; or ſhe was nor. 
It ſhe was not, then the Reformation was a 
Schiſm, &c. But if ſhe was, as undoubtedly ſhe 
was, then ſhe had no valid Miſſion to give; for 
nil dat quod non habet is here good. I ſuppoſe ! 
need not ſtand to prove that Rome was become 
antichriſtian at the Reformation : ?T was the uni- 
verſal Cry at the Reformation. that the Church 
at Rome was in Apoſtacy, and guilty of damna- 
ble Idolatry; that Rome was the Whore of Ba- 
bylon, the Pope Antichriſt: Which Charge of 
Antichriſtianiſm, Apoſtaſy, and Idolatry, is 
altogether inconſiſtent with Apoſtolical Suc- 
ceſſion of Biſhops; for it can't be ſuppos'd 
that antichriſtian Idolaters can convey down 
to us the true Chriſtian Apoſtolical Miſſion. 
This being true, all Apoſtolical Epiſcopal Au- 

thority, which came by any Biſhops into Rome, 
whether from Peter, or from Paul, Foſeph of Ari- 

mat hea, or any other Apoſtolick Man, is loſt in 

this dead Lake of Antichriſtianiſm, and ſpoil'd, 

as the Rivers which run into the dead Lake A, 

= phaltites. Twas on this ſcore our Reformers diſ- 
| dclaim'd and renounc'd all Orders from Rome as 
| antichriſtian, knowing that Antichriſt had no 
| Authority'from Chriſt, to give Commiſſion to 


iy any to miniſter in holy Things. We ſay, ſays 
& Whitaker, that their Miniſtry was corrupt, 
« and therefore we ought not to be made or tif 
<« created Biſhops by them. Tho our Biſhops ar 
ce ard Miniſters be not ordained by Papiſtical ch 
<« Biſhops, yet are they orderly and lawfully or- va 
ce daiu?d.” So that unleſs we will grant the Ne 


moſt incredible and moſt abſurd thing in the Ch 

World, Tranſubſtantiation not excepted, viz. 

that Antichriſt hath Authority from Chriſt to — 

convey valid Orders to Men to miniſter in holy A 
Things, { 


o 
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Things, theſe Men themſelves muſt ſtill want 


what they boaſt of, 5. e. uninterrupted Epiſco- 


pal Authority from Rome; for if Antichriſtianiſm 
don't interrupt the Line, nothing can: For if this 
be true, the Romaniſts themſelves will allow there 
is no true Miſſion to be had from them. For ſays 
Mr. Ward, & Which Charge is inconſiſtent with 
« Apoſtolical Succeſſion of Biſhops and Prieſts, 
« and with all Chriſtian Prieſthood ; for it can'r 
« be ſuppos'd that Antichriſt can either convey 
« down to us the true Chriſtian Prieſthood, or 
« be capable of ordaining Prieſts and Biſhops in 
« the Church of God.” From hence then *tis 


plain, that theſe Men can't have that uninterrupt- 


ed Epiſcopal Authority in their Miſſion, which 
they pretend to have. | 

But ſuppoſe we ſhould grant that our firſt 
Reformers were not Hereticks or Schiſmaticks, 
nor Rome antichriſtian, which is, you ſee, incon- 
ſtent, if not contradictory; yet there is an in- 
ſuperable Difficulty behind for theſe Men to ſolve, 
to make good their uninterrupted Succeſſion in 
that Church. Two Things render this Task mo- 
rally impoſſible, according to our Objectors own 
Principles: 1. Lay-Baptiſm. 2. Schiſms, He- 
reſies, and Simony 

It is no Secret, but notoriouſly known, that 
+ Lay-Baptiſm, with our Objectors, is no Bap- 
tiſm at all; and thoſe not baptiz'd with them, 
are not Chriſtians. And ſure thoſe who are not 
chriſtianiz'd, cannot poſſeſs, much leſs convey 
valid Miſſion to others to preach the Word, Cc. 
Now it has been, they ſay, a Practice in the 
Church at Rome, by the Pope's Licence, to per- 


v'# . 3 


* Ward's Controverſy of Ordination, p. 26. 
+ Witneſs the new Sect of Anabaptiſis near Exon. 
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| A Findication of the 
mit Midwives to baptize, in caſe the Child is in 
danger of Death, leſt it ſhauld die unbaptized, 
and be damn'd.*. Now we will ſuppoſe, what is 
not. impoſſible, and therefore may be ſuppoſed, 
that ſome of thoſe Children whe were thus lay- 
baptiz'd, happen'd to be Males, and did recover 
and live, and, when grown up, might get into 
the Prieſthood: All their Orders, not being re- 
gularly baptiz'd, muſt of courſe be invalid; and 
if their Orders were invalid, then all their Ad- 
 miniſtratiovss muſt of courſe be null and void. 
Whomſoever then theſe Prieſts or Biſhops bap- 
tiz d or ordain'd, were ſtill without Baptiſm or 
Ordination, as tho they bad never been baptiz'd 
or ordain'd; and conſequently all from them, &. 
In this caſe, who can be morally certain of the 
right Line in that Church? And if we miſs it 
but in one, the Line is broke, and fo farewel un- 
interrupted Succeſſion: For this uninterrupted 
Succeſſion muſt run in Perſons regularly baptized, 
and regularly ordain'd ; and either of theſe be- 
coming irregular, breaks the Line. But if we 
cou'd ſlip over this Difficulty, and take but little 
notice of It, yer; | | 
(2.) Schiſms, Hereſies, and Simony in that 
Church, are ſuch a Gordian Knot which can never 
be untied. That there have been Hereticks, 
Schiſmaticks, and Simoniacks in that Church, is 
ſo notorious, that I will not waſte any of your 
Time to pretend to prove it. As for Schiſms, 
two or three Popes at one time damning and cen- 
furing one another, is evident Proof of this. 
But I ſhall inſtance only in one, which is too no- 
tot ious to be denied; I mean that of the Here- 
tick and Schiſmatick Novatian, who broke off 
from Cornelius his lawful Biſhop, and ſet up ano- 
ther Altar againſt Cornelius and the Church with 
him. This Heretick Novarian being a Clinick, 
18 | i. e 


* 


True Proteſtant Miniſtry. 
1. e. a Chriſtian baptiz'd on his Bed by Sprink · 
ling, which was then, and ought to be Kill look'd 
upon as imperfect Baptiſm, he was by Canon in- 
ca pacitated for the Prieſt hood: But being a cun- 
ning deſigning Man, be found means to get in- 


to the Prieſthood; and being a Prieſt, his Ambi- 


tion prompted him on to obtain a Biſhoprick, 
To gain this his End, he broach'd an heretical] 
Opinion, that it was unlawful to receive again 
into Communion thoſe who had relaps'd into 
Idolatry in the time of Perſecution, tho they 
might be truly penitent. By this means he made 
a Party in the Church, becauſe Cornelius and the 
Church did receive ſuch, Under this Pretext 
Novatian and his Party broke off from the Church, 
and ſet up for themſelves. Novatian being the 
Head and Leader of the Party, they choſe him 
for their Biſhop. And being Biſhop eleq, he on- 
ly wanted Conſecration: And to obtain that, he 
ſeat, as they ſay, to three neighbouring Biſhops 
in Laly to come and endeavour to heal the Breach 
in the Church between Cornelius and him. Theſe 
three Biſhops, willing to do the good Office of 
Peace-making, went to Rome; and when Nova- 
tian had got them there, he inſinuated himſelf in- 
to them; and being but weak Men, as the Story 
ſays, he made them tipſy, and in their Cups, 
horribile diftu! they laid their Hands on that im- 


pudent Man, & fit Epiſcopus, and, to be ſure, in 


the right Line. Now this infamous Heretick and 
Schiſmatick, and his Party, quickly fill'd the 
Chriſtian World in the Eaſt and South, and 
eſpecially the Weſt, with Perſons heretically and 
ſchiſmatically baptiz'd and ordain'd. Aud this 
Schiſm continuing ſo long, for great part of one 
whole Century, an innumerable Company of 
Perſons muſt be baptized by theſe Schiſmaticks, 
aad a world of Biſhops and Prieſts ſchiſmatically 

ordain'd, 
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A. Findication of the 
ordain'd, who were all condemn'd by Councils, 
and excommunicated by the Church; and yer 
when this Schiſm was healed, all were receiv'd in- 
to Communion without either Rebaptization, 
or Reordination. Since by theſe Mens own Prin- 
ciples neither Perſons lay-baptiz'd, or heretical- 
ly or ſchiſmatically baptiz d or ordain'd, can 
poſſeſs, much leſs convey valid Miſſion, how is 


# 


it poſſible here to find out the reQilineal Apoſto- 
- ical Succeſſion ? This is ſo thick a Brake, that theſe 


Men will never be able to get thro with whole 
Sons and Caſlocks, but muſt leave their uninter- 


rupted Orders behind them: For if we grant all 
true before, the Line is here ſointerrupted, that *tis 
Impoſſible to find out which is the right Line from 
the falſe ; for *tisall truly Catholick now. Nor will 
it at all mend the matter, if they ſay the Schiſm was 
on t'other ſide. For whether Cornelius and his Par- 
ty had broken the Bond of Charity, and ſo were 
the Schiſmaticks, by giving juſt Cauſe to Novatian 
and his Party to ſeparate from them ; or whether 


| Novatian and thoſe who adhered to him, who 
ſeparated from Cornelius, were the Schiſmaticks 


for ſeparating without juſt Cauſe; the Caſe is the 


ſame: A notorious Schiſm there was, which con- 


tinued a long time; in which time there muſt be 
a Multitude ſchiſmatically baptiz'd and ordain'd 
by either Party; and theſe, altho they were 
condemn'd by Council, and excommunicated by 
the Church, were receiv'd again without Rebap- 
tization or Reordination. 

As Hereſies and Schiſms, ſo Simony will inter- 
rupt the Line of Succeſſion. Doctor Phitby ſays, 
« That * this was the Doctrine and Practice of 
© the univerſal Church of Chriſt, That ſimo- 
de niacal Ordinations were in their own Nature 


——_— 


| * Dr, Whitby's Appendix to his Sermons, p. 306. 
e null 
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ec null and void; and he that thus:adminiſter'd 
«< them, gave nothing; and he that thus recei- 
ce ved them, received nothing,” Ad he * cites 
Doctor Forbes, as being of the ſame mind, , That 
« the lawful Succeſſion of true Paſtars is in- 
& terrupted and broken by Simony ; and every 
&« Eccleſiaſt ical Perſon who is ſimoniacallyspro- 
« moted is irregular, and of right allien from 


& the Prieſthood, ſuſpended and depriv'd from 

“ his Office, and lies under an Anathema.“ And 
to confirm this, the Doctor Þ cites the Decrees of _ 
Councils, Determinations of Popes, the Opinions 


of Fathers, &c- And he farther acquaints us, 
that this curſed Simony was notoriouſly practis'd 
in the Church of || Rome, from the ninth to the 
ſixteenth Gentury: and within this time Si- 
mony ſo prevail'd, that Biſhopricks were ſold 
publickly ; and that he had them who gave moſt 
for them; and that all Eccleſiaſtical Degrees, 
even. from the Popedom to the Door-Keepers, 
were oppreſs'd with damnable Simony ; and that 
this ſpiritual Robbery obtain'd in all Places; 
Now, Seeing, ſays ** he, the Ordinations of 
„ Popes, Biſhops, and Presbyters in the Church 
of Rome for ſix hundred Years were very fre- 
e quently ſimoniacal, and ſo conferr'd upon 

«< them no ſacerdotal Power, and ſo cou'd give 
e them no Authority to confer this Power up- 


« on others; hence doth it neceſſarily follow, 


e that at the beginning of the Reformation it 
« js utterly uncertain whether there were any 
« Biſhops or Prieſts in that Church, or who 


— 


* Dr. Whitby's Appendix to his Sermons, p. 304. 

F Ibid. p. 307, 308, Cc. 
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ce of Ordinations,: de jare & de facto null 
un void, can never by divine Inſtitution be 
SEM 55 ing of the Church of Chriſt,” Now from hence 
i any Man may eaſily ſee What certain uninterrup- 
be ved Orders'we may expect from Rome ; and what 


OA F indication of the 
ſe'Biſhops and Prieſts were; and'tis as evi- 
nat what can never be made known, or 
Au, or even probable, after ſo long eonti- 


made neceſſary, either to the being er well-be- 


ſo great Reaſon theſe Men have to boaſt of their 


own unfaterrupted Miſſion, and condemn all 


other Mens, who preterid not to the ſame. 
But if we ſhow'd be fo well ſcented; as to find 
out che true Apoſtolick Piece in this dreadful 
Rupture, and be able to trace it up to the Head, 
there we ſnall be in eternal Confuſion; for here is 


fo great a Contention who was the Apoſtles true 


Succeſſor, that no Soul can be certain who was 
ordain'd by the Apoſtles, if either was; Whether 
Linus or Clemens, Cletus or Anacletus.. But, 1 
perceive, the moſt Votes fall upon Linus und 


Clemonst; but which of them were Apoſtolically 
ordain'd, or whether either of them was, no Soul 


can tell. And for the uninterrupted Line to be 
thus hamper'd at the firſt Link, is very omineus. 
But to ſolve this Difficulty, and to make out a 
perfe& Line, ſome, as Mr. Echard in his * Ecrle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory tells us, ſuppoſe that there might 
be at Rome two Churches; the one of Gentiles 


headed hy St. Paw, and the other of Jew:ſh Con- 


verts headed by St. Peter 3 and that upon the 
Death of the Apoſtles; Linum ſuceeeded St. Peter, 


and Clemens St. Paul So after the Diſt inction of 


Few and Gentile fail'd, on the Death of Cletus (or 
Anacletus) there was a: Coalition of both under 


— 
my 
— — ö 
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F Echard's Ecclef. Hift, p. 272. 
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the ſurviving Biſhop Clemens, and in bis Line tl 


Succeſſion run for the future. W 


Tho this is a pretty Contrivance, and begebe 
enough, yet the Contrivers ſpoil all, as to the 


uninterrupted Succeſſion, by ſaying that th = 0 
uncertain, when it ought to be the moſt certain 


Thing in the World: Nor will the Romans admit 
this Opinion on any Terms. But if we ſhould 
admit of this Contrivance to ſolve this Difficulty,” 
it will involve us in more: For, 1. We can't re- 
concile theſe two Churches at Rome with the 


Scripture, which tells us but of one Church 


there. 2. There will be two independent Chur- 
ches, and two independent Biſhops in one City 
at one time; which will be inconſiſtent with their 
Notioa of one Church, and one Biſhop only, in 
one City at the ſame time. Beſides, this is the 
way to make St. Paul, a Biſhop of Rome too, 
equal to Peter, the prince and ſupreme Biſhop of 
Rome; which the Romans will by no means allow. 
3. If Linus and Clemens were ordain'd Biſhops of 
3 it muſt be in the Apoſtles Life- time; they 
cou'd not be ordain'd by them after they were 
dead: And if ſo, here muſt be two Biſhops over one 
Church at one time, i. e. Biſnop Peter and Biſnop 
Linus over one and the ſame Body or Church, and 
Biſhop Paul and Biſhop Clemens: Which theſe 
Men, according to their Principles of Epiſcopal 
Authority, muſt not allow, to be conſiſtent with 
themſelves; for this would be the way to Preſ: 
bytery and Independency direct, and to give up 
their Epiſcopal Supremacy. If they ſay they 
might be ordain'd Biſhops by the Apoſtles, but 
yet have no Government or Care of the Church, 
that might be in the hands of Biſhop Perer and 
Biſhop Paul; then this is to-make Paſtors with- 
out Flocks, which is abſurd; for Paſtors and 
Flocks are Relates, and neceſlarily ſuppoſe one 
I another. 
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another. If they were not ordain'd in the Apoſtles 


Life-time, they cou'd not be after their Death, 
and ſo cou'd not be the Apoſtles Succeſſors, nor con- 
vey rectilineal Succeſſion of Apoſtolical Authority. 
So that we have altogether loſt this uninterrupt- 
ed Succeſſion; and where to find it, no Soul, I 
believe, in this World can tell. 


Thus you ſee in what, Intricacies and Difficul- 


ties this pretended uninterrupted. Succeſſion of 
Epiſcopal Authority from -the Apoſtles is invol- 
ved, and how impoſſible it is for theſe Boaſters 


of it to clear up now their own Miſſion, who 


pretend to this Succeſſion; for if this fails em, 
as you ſee it neceſſarily muſt, their Miſſion is loſt, 
and they have no regular Miſſion at all, as * Mr. 
Whiſton has fully ſhewn, not being choſen by the 
People, as they ought to be. You ſee, tho they 
claim from Rome, the Romans deny they ever had 
any regular Epiſcopal Authority from them; our 
Refor mers confirm this Denial by diſclaiming 
any Orders received from Rome; and the late 
Biſhop Burner acknowledges that they went out 


of the heaten Path for their Miſſion. And if we 


allow this, that they might have regular Miſſion 


in the Roman way, the Church of Rome being an- 


tichriſtian before, their Miſſion could not be 
apoſtolical; for no Proteſtant can be ſo vain as 
to ſay antichriſtian Idolaters can have Authority 
from Chriſt, to give valid Miſſion to any Men to 
preach his Goſpel, or to miniſter in holy Things. 
And if we will be ſo perfectly good-humour'd, as 
to allow the Church of Rowe not to be antichriſ- 
tian, then our Reformers muſt be Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks, and as ſuch, being curſed and 


* Whiſton's All real Clergy- Men, or none are real Clergy- 


Men. 1 ; | 
damn'd 


damn'd by the Church at Rome, as a true Church, 
they cou'd convey no true apoſtolical uninter- 
rupted Miſſion to us. But if we allow the Church 
of Rome not to be antichriſtian, nor our Refor- 
mers Schiſmaticks, which is iaconſiſteat, yet you 
ke that the Lay-Baptiſms, Hereſies, and noto- 
rious Schiſms and Simony in that Church, make 
it morally impoſſible to derive uninterrupted 
Sacceſſion through that Church. But if we were 


ſo lucky as to hit upon the right Catholick Line, 


and could trace it up to the Head, there we muſt 
leave it as one of the moſt uncertain Things in 
the World: ſo im poſſible is it for us to derive 
any uninterrupted Succeſſion. of Epiſcopal Au- 
thority from the Apoſtle Peter through Rome. 
Thas I have ſhewn that there is nothing of 
weight in this noiſy Objection; and conſequently 
our Miſſion to miniſter in holy Things by a Call 
of the Faithful in Chriſt, whereupon the Word 
of God is preach'd, and the Sacraments are duly 
ad miniſter'd, is a valid Miſſion. And we have 
juſt Authority to preach the Word, and admi- 
niſter all Ordinances, according to the Rule of 


the Goſpel, altho we never have the Hands of 


Biſhops laid on us in our Ordination, who pre- 
tend to have, but in reality can't have their Epiſ- 
copal Authority deriv'd from the Apoſtle Peter 


in a direct Line of uninterrupted Succeſſion of 


Biſhops regularly ordained, who. were neither 
Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, nor Simoniacks. 

It appears, therefore, that we: have as valid 
Miſſion to miniſter in holy Things, as any Pro- 
teſtant Teachers have, not excepting the Objec- 
tors themſelves; for this is the Foundation on 
which the whole Proteſtant Reformation ſtands: 
For to claim, or to depend on any Authority from 


Rome to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, is in ſnort 


to renounce at once the Refar mation, and to pro- 
| I 2 | claim 
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Vindication of tbe 

claim the whole Reformation ſchiſmatical. We 
therefore ought to adhere to the true Proteſtant 
Principle, and to think our Orders, according to 
that and the Holy Scripture, to preach the Goſ- 
pel, regular, without this uninterrupted Succeſ- 
ſion, Cc. which we hear ſo much boaſting of, 
but in fact is not to be had. : 

Nor ought we to give our ſelves any Uneaſi- 


_ neſs about the Hazard theſe Men dream any Per- 


ſons run by attending on our Miniſtry or Admi- 
niſtrations, ſince *tis not rational, much leſs 
chriſtian, to believe that our good and gracious 
God, and all-wiſe Saviour and Governor, who 
ſo much ' tenders the Welfare and Salvation of 
his People's Souls, wou'd in Wiſdom hang the 
Comforts, much leſs the Salvation of their Souls 
on ſuch a precarious, uncertain, and impoſlible 


Thing as uninterrupted Succeſſion : For if there 


can be no Salvation without regular Baptiſm, and 
no regular Baptiſm without regular Miſſion; and 
there can be no regular Miſſion or Authority to 
baptize but what is deriv'd from the Apoſtles in 


a direct uninterrupted Line of Succeſſion, &c. 


and this uninterrupted Succeſſion is ſo very un- 
certain, and ſo much involv'd, as you have 
heard; Good God! who can be ſure of his 
Chriſtianity? We may be all Heathens, for 
ought we know, or can know to the contrary. 


What perplexing Doubts, and diſmaying Fears 


muſt this unſcriptural and antichriſtian Notion 
raiſe in the Minds of the conſiderate part of 
Chriſtians ? Bleſſed be God, we ſee the Vanity 


thereof, and have reaſon to rejoice that we have 


ſuch clear Light, as to ſee that this pretended 
uninterrupted Succeſſion can be nothing in reality, 


but an Invention and Trick of the Romiſh Prieſts, 


or, if you will, a piece of Romi ſh Prieſt-Craft, to 
awe the Vulgar, and to keep em in continual Sla- 
* _ very 
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very or Bigottry to themſelves. ?Tis- in ſhort, I 


apprehend, a Trick to maintain themſelves in the 
_ Poſſeſſion of that Power which was ia the hands 


of the People, and which they have uſurp'd. 


'Tis by this means they domineer and lord it over 
God's Heritage. *Twas by this means the Papal 
Hierarchy waseſtabliſh'd ; and tis by this that they 
demand Exemption from the Power of the Civil 
Magiſtrate ; and by this they aſſert that they have 
the Power of making and conſtituting Miniſters in- 
dependent of any Power under Heaven; and that 
no Ruler, King, or Emperor, no People, Church, 
or Community of Chriſtians, have any Power to 
call or conſtitute Miniſters to officiate in holy 
Things without their Licence. This 1s that 
which gives them Power to make, ordain, alter, 
or change Rites and Cuſtoms in religious Wor- 


ſhip: Nay, *'tis by this unlimited Prerogative 


they preſume to alter and diſpenſe with the 
Word of God, to indulge Men in Sin, and to 
vſurp the Authority of God himſelf, to pardon 
and forgive Sins committed againſt God, to bind 
and to looſe whom, when, and for what they 
pleaſe : *Tis, I ſay, by this pretended uninter- 
rupted Power, devolv'd down from the Apoſtles 
in a direct Line of Succeſſion of Biſhops epiſcopal- 
ly ordain'd. Wherever therefore this Notion is 
embrac'd in any Proteſtant Nation, it is a ſad 


Omen that thoſe who entertain it are greatly de- 


generated in Principle from the firſt Proteſtant 
Refor mers. : 

Thus having proved our Miſſion to be valid, 
and clear'd our ſelves from the unjuſt Cenſures 
and Calumnies of thoſe who plead the Roman 
Cauſe; I ſhall proceed to ſay ſomewhat to the 
remaining Propoſitions: And leſt I ſhould intrude 
on your Patience too long, I will diſpatch _ 

1 | wit 


Pc 
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with the greater Brevity. The ſecond Propoſi- 
tion was, „ | 


II. That Miniſters may become ſo negligent, 
as not to fulfil their Miniſtry which they have received 
of the Lord. | 5 


In diſcourſing of this, J purpoſe, 
Firſt, To point out to you what tis for Mi- 
niſters to fulfil their Mini ſtry. 5 
Secondly, To ſhew by what Means, or from 
what Cauſes, Miniſters may come to neglect, and 
not fulfil their Miniſtry. 

Firſt, lam to point out to you what ' tis ro fulfil 
our Miniſtry. In general I conclude, it is faith- 
fully and diligently to diſcharge the Duties of our 
Miniſtry, There ts no Miniſtry of any kind, but 
hath its peculiar Duties, to which all are oblig'd 
who undertake it; and if thoſe Duties are neg- 
lected, and not faithfully and diligently attended 
to, the Miniſtry is not folfill'd. 
| Suppoling then that this Archippus was a Dea- 
con by Office: To fulfil that Miniſtry, he ought 
to conſider the Streights and Neceſſities of the 
Poor, to ſympathize with them in their diſtreſſed 
Circumſtances, and chearfully to relieve them; 
and that without partiality, not relieving ſome, 
and neglecting others, but ſnewing a due Regard 
to all. He ought, according to the Stock in his 
Hands, to be prudeatly liberal and free, not to 
let the Poor ſuffer when he hath in his Hands to 
ſupply their Wants. To be faithful, he ought to 
give diligent and conſtant Attendance on this 
Work, and faithfully to apply the Church's Trea- 
ſure to the End propos'd by them, not embezzel- 
ing or miſapplying the Stock he is intruſted with. 
This 1 conceive is fulfillipg the Deacon's — 

ans 


True Proteſtant Miniſtry. 

But ſuppoſing Archippus a Miniſter or Teacher 
of the Word; to fulfil this Miniſtry, he ought 
to attend to the Duties which this Miniſtry calls 
him to; which in part may be feen in theſe fol- 
lowing Particulars. ret Ho een 

1. A diligent Endeavour to underſtand the 
Word of God, which he is to teach. The great 
End of the Miniſtry of God's Word is to explain 
and expound it, Minifters of the Goſpel bring 
no new Meſſage from Heaven, no new Command- 


ment from Chriſt. Their Work and Buſineſs is 
to open and unfold the Will of Chriſt already re- 


veal'd; to lay open to the People what they 
may be ignorant of, as to their Duty both to- 
wards God, and towards one another. This an 
ignorant Miniſter can never do. No Man can 
faithfully fulfil his Miniſtry, unleſs he endeavour 
to underſtand the Word of God himſelf. 

2. To falfil this Miniſtry, Miniſters ſhould be 
laborious and painful, chearfully taking hold of 
Opportunities to diſpenſe the Word of God. 
Whatever Knowledge any Miniſter hath in the 
Word of God, if he keeps it to himſelf, nor 
Church, nor World -will be the better for it. 


71 


A Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould be apr ro teach, 


ready to miniſter and diſtribute his heavenly - 


Knowledge, toenrich the Underſtandings of his 
People. For this End he ſhould catch hold of 
every convenient Seaſon; to be inſt ant in Seaſon, 
and out of Seaſon. Whatever Skill any Miniſter 
hath to divide the Word of God, if he is ſlothful 
and negligent, and refuſes to break the Bread of 
Life when Opportunity offers it ſelf, and there is 
an open for him Door to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
he cannot be ſaid to fulfil his Miniſtry receiv'd, 
much leſs he who preaches not at all, or very rarely. 
Faithful Miniſters muſt labour in the Word and 
Doctrine, if they will fulfil their Miniſtry. 

1 3. To 
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A Vindication of the 
3. To fulfil this Miniſtry we muſt ſtudy ſo to 
accommodate our Sermons, as to Matter and 


Manner, as may beſt gain the great End pro- 


pos'd by our Miniſtry, We ſhou'd ſtudy that 
the Matter of our Sermons be not only Truth, 
but ſuch Truths as beſt ſuit with the Circum- 
ſtances of our People. Every Truth is beautiful 


in its Seaſon: And Sermons in ſeaſon, will be as 
Apples of Gold in Pictures of Silver. 


Times and Seaſons alter People's Circum- 
ſtances: And all People have their different 


Seaſons according to the Courſe of divine Pro- 


vidence. Every Seaſon calls for the Exerciſe of 


peculiar Graces, and the Diſcharge of particular 


Duties proper to that Time and Seaſon. That 


Miniſter, therefore, who ſhall take his Subjects 


promiſcuouſly as they come, and not of Choice, 


not regarding the peculiar Circumſtance of his 


Auditors, will in a great meaſure loſe his Labour. 
A Sermon, however wiſely diſpos'd, and affec- 
tionately deliver'd, on a Subject to miniſter Com- 
fort to Souls in Adverſity, when a People are in 
the Height of Proſperity, will loſe much of its 


Beauty and Efficacy. On the contrary, a Ser- 


mon to commend the Duty of Joy, and Rejoicing 


in God, when a People are plung'd deeply in 


Adverſity, and are under the Frowns of Provi- 
dence, will not anſwer the Pains of the Preacher. 
But either of theſe in their Seaſons would have 
been as a refreſhing Shower on the Earth in 
a dry and ſcorching Time; nothing more wel— 
om. 

So when a People are ignorant, as it were, of 
the firſt Rudiments of Chriſtianity, and have 
need to be fed with Milk, and not with ſtrong Meat, 
if a Miniſter ſhall ſtudy and preach the deep and 
myſterious Points of Divinity, which is Meat for 


ſtrong Men, that Man will but ſtarve his People's 


Souls. 


v 
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Souls. All the Fruit he can rationally expect, 
will be a Diſappointment of his Hope; for they 
will not thrive with ſuch Food they are not able 
to digeſt. | | 5 
In like manner, when a People are looſe in 
their Morals, and decay'd in the Life and Power 
of Godlineſs; for a Miniſter to bend his Mind 
to controverſial Subjects, and fill his Diſcourſes 
with doctrinal and ſpeculative Truths, inſtead of 
recommending the true Deſign of the Chriſtian 
Religion, i. e. Holineſs of Life, and Conformity 
to the Will of God in Love and Peace, is, I 
think, the way to loſe the great End of his Mi- 
niſtry. Nothing at ſuch a time appears more 
rational than for a Minifter of the Goſpel to preſs 
the Duties of Chriſtianity, and to ſhew the abſo- 
late Neceſlity of Holineſs in order to eternal 
Happineſs. 5 
Again, when Errors, damnable Errors are 
broach'd, and are ſpreading their venomous Ef- 
fluviums, whereby our People are liable to be in- 
fected; when the very Air ſeems to be ſo impreg- 
nated with theſe infectious Particles, that diſtant 
Regions diſcover the ſad Symptoms of the dread- 
ful Contagion at ſuch a time, for a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel to be indolent and careleſs, and only 
go on in teaching common Truths, at other | 
times very uſeful, and not to antidote his Pec- 
Ple's Minds againſt the Venom of thoſe peſtilen- | 
tious and ſoul-deſtroying Doctrines, is not to 
preach ſo as to fulfil his Miniſtry ; for in ſo doing 
he will not only hazard his own Reputation, bur 
expoſe his People to great Danger. I need not 
tell you, my Brethren, what need there is for all 
faithful Miniſters, who are willing ro fulſil their Act. xx. 28, 
Miniſtry, at this day to take heed in this reſpec, 29, 30. 
when ſo many Wolves are gone forth in Sheeps 
Clothing. The Advice which the Apoſtle gave 
8 K ” 
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A Vindication of the 
to the Elders and Biſhops at Epheſus, is, I appre- 
hend, very appoſite now; and the Reaſon to 
preſs it, as cogent now as then. But further, 
To fulfil our Miniſtry, we muſt look to the 
Mode or Manner of our Sermons: We are to 
take heed what Garb or Dreſs we appear in. I 
don't mean with reſpe& to the Garments we 


wear on our Backs; for it matters not, I con- 
cCeive, as to our Clothing, what Colour we wear, 


whether Black or White, Red or Blue; nor as 
to Shape, whether long or ſhort: The Goſpel 
does not, I conceive, oblige Miniſters to any diſ- 
tinguiſhing Garments, as the Levirical Law did 
the Prieſts under the Moſaic Diſpenſation; but 
only to Comelineſs and Gravity, which the Na- 
ture of their Work requires. This 1 take to 
be one of thoſe Indifferencies which we are not 
to make any part of our Religion, unleſs it be 
not to give Offence, or to ſtumble any by it. 
But by Dreſs, I mean the Dreſs of our Sermons, 
whether plain or gaudy, in an humble or lofty 
Style; with the pompous Strain of human Elo- 

ence, and the enticing Words of Man's Wiſ- 
— or with the Plainneſs and Simplicity of the 


Goſpel, and Demonſtration of the Spirit. In 


this alſo the Condition and Circumſtance of our 
Auditors is to be conſider'd: It a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel is to preach to a poor illiterate Congre- 
gation; if he comes to his People with a Diſ- 
courſe dreſs'd with all the Flowers of Rhetorick, 
and in a pompous Style, or ſhall uſe hard Words 
and ſcholaſtick Terms, as unintelligible as He- 
brew to them; ſuch a Man will be as ſare to 
loſe his Labour, as tho he preach'd in an unknown 
Tongue. Such a People may be aſtoniſh'd at 
what they don't underſtand ; they may fooliſhly 


admire the Learning of the Preacher z but wiſe 
Men will not commend his Prudence in ſo doing. 


On 


True Proteſtant Miniſtry. 

On the other hand, if the Congregation is 
compos'd of Perſons of better Education, of 
Men who know the World, and are conver- 


ſant with Books, who have a Guſt, and can taſte 
the Sweet, and reliſn the Pleaſure of polite Lan- 


guage; when the Truth ſhall be the more pleaſing 
and acceptable for the Dreſs it wears; orj the 
Language, like ſavoury Sauce, ſhall recgmmend 
the ſpiritual Food, and render it more delight- 
ful to nice and ſqueamiſh Stomachs; then for a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel to negle& his Talent of 
fine Speaking, is to negle& what will recommend 
him and his Miniſtry to the Aﬀe&ions of his Au- 
ditors: For a clowniſh, rough, and unpoliſh'd 
Style among ſach Auditors will render his Mi- 
niſtry contemptible, and ſo conſequently ineffec- 
tual to gain the great End deſign'd by it. Tho 
I muſt confeſs, Truth, valuable Truth, appears 
moſt beautiful in its own native Plainneſs, and 
leſs ſuſpicious, than when ſhe appears in the 
Dreſs of a Harlot, painted and varniſh'd; yet 
ſeeing ſhe will not be careſled unleſs ſhe appears 
in a Dreſs a-la-mode, we ought to imitate our 


great Apoſtle, and ſtudy his holy Craft, and be- 


come all Things to all Men, that we may gain ſome. 
I muſt acknowledge, that *tis Defe& and Defor- 
mity that want to be cover'd; and Truth being 
perfect and beautiful in it ſelf, needs no Varniſh ; 
yet we muſt ſtill remember, that what is beauti- 
ful in one's Eye, is not in another's. Therefore, 
I conceive, weought in our Miniſtry to endeavour 
to render Truth pleaſing and acceptable to all; 
and in ſo doing, we ſhall in a good part fulfil our 
Miniſtry. „ i 

Moreover, Miniſters ought to have regard to 
the Manner of their Delivery. We ſhou'd take 
care to deliver the Meſſage of our Lord with a 
becoming Deportment; not with Levity and 
| OT K 2 Air, 
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Air, but with Gravity and Solidity, as becomes 
the Qracles of God; not with Fury and Rage, as 
venting our own Paſſions, but with Calmneſs 
and Serenity of Mind; yet not with Coldneſs and 
Indifferency, as tho we cared not whether our 
Meſlage was received, or not; but with Affection 
agreeable as the Matter requires, knowing we are 


. ſpeaking for the Glory of God, and the Welfare 


of never-dying Souls. We ſhould command as for 
God; warn, reprove, and exhort, as thoſe who 
firmly believe there will be a Day of reckoning; we 
ſhould perſuade as thoſe, who not only believe, 
but experimentally know the Terrors of the Lord, 
. (4.) To fulfil our Miniſtry, we are to take ſpecial 
Care to copy our Doctrine in our Converſations : 
We ſhould tranſcribe the Duties we teach in our 
Pulpits in our Lives, and fill up the Duties of our 


Places and Relations. Miniſters of theGoſpel ſhould 


be Examples to their Followers, The Apoltle's 
Charge to Ti is Advice to all Miniſters ſtil] : 

xample to the Believers, in Word, in 
erſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Pu- 
rity, The great Apoſtle Paul ſet himſelf as a Pat- 


| 1 Cor. xi, tern to all his Auditors: Be ye, ſaith he, Followers 


of” me, as I am of Chriſt. For Miniſters of the 
Goſpel to preach one thing in their Pulpits, and 
practiſe the contrary in their Converſations, is 
to pull down with one Hand what they build 
with t'other. Theſe act like Penelope; unravel 
by Night what they weave by Day. 7 
Can any Man's Charity be ſo extenſive, as to 
imagine that that Miniſter can ſincerely and truly 


believe there is a Heaven for the Holy, and an 


Hell for the Wicked, which he teaches in his 


Pulpit, who can deliberately ſwear, be drunk, 


and whore himſelf? No wiſe Man can ſo believe. 


Can any Man perſuade himſelf to believe, that 
they who are full of Envy, Hatred, Wrath, Va- 
lance, Strife, Emulation, and Pride, can - 
wee 
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the true Ambaſſadors of the Prince of Peace ? 
*'Tis impoſſible, ſure. For they who promote 


Vice and Wickedneſs in their Converſation, can 


never ſincerely preſs the Practice of the contrary 
Vertues in the Pulpit. Such Miniſters are not on- 
ly a Scandal to the ſacred Function, but a ſad 
Occaſion of great Wickedneſs and Debauchery ; 
for there is hardly any thing more true than that 
Proverb, Such Prieſts, ſuch People : For, generally 
ſpeaking, Men are led more by Precedent than by 
Precept; and *tis too natural for us all to follow 
the worſt Examples. Miniſters of the Goſpel 
ſhou'd by their exemplary Lives demonſtrate, 
that the Precepts of our moſt holy Religion may 
be reduc'd to Practice; that *tis poſſible for Men 
to be pious towards God, juſt and righteous in 
dealing, peaceable and charitable towards their 
Neighbours, | > 

(5-) To fulfil aur Miniſtry, we muſt be conſtant 


and perſevere therein. To begin well, and not to 


go on ſo, will leave us ſhort of fulfilling our Mi- 
ziſtry. Chriſtians in general, are charged not to 


be weary in Well- doing; much leſs ſhou'd the Mi- 


niſters of Chriſt be weary in their Calling. The 
Counſel which aged Paul gave to young Timothy 
is ſtill worth our regarding, i. e. Watch thou in all 


Things, endure Affliction, do the Work of an Evan- 


geliſt, make full Proof of thy Miniſtry. The Ob- 
ect and Reaſon of our Miniſtry continuing, we 
are to continue therein; we ſhou'd be inſtant at 
it. Shall Sinners continue in their Rebellion a- 
gainſt God, and be liable to periſh, and ſhall 
Saints grow weak and languiſhing; and ſhall we 
not continue to endeavour to convert the one, 
and ſtrengthen and confirm the others, and ſo 
glorify God in both? God forbid ! A Diſpenſa- 


tion of Grace is committed to us; and woe will be to us, 


if we deſiſt from the Work of the Lord, Wii 
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this we cannot fulfil our Miniſtry ; for they who 


ſet their Hands to the Plow, and look back, are not 
fie for the Kingdom of God, But 

(6.) Laſtly, to fulfil this Miniſtry, Miniſters 
are to be inſtant in Prayer to God for, and in the 
behalf of their Auditors, *Tis not enough, that 
we be diligent and faithful in preparing the Seed, 
and laborious and conſtant in ſowing it; but we 


. muſt beg the Divine Direction and Bleſſing. All 


the Succeſs of our Miniſtry entirely depends on 
God's Bleſſing. Skilful Paul may plant, and wiſe 


and eloquent Apollos may water; but without God's 


_. Bleſſing, all will be ſucceſsleſs: Tis God muſt give 


in vain; but all our Labours will be in vain, un- 
leſs God be with us, for we are Workers together 


the Increaſe. No wiſe Man can think of labouring 


with God: therefore if we wou'd have Succeſs, we 


ſou'd always endeavour to obtain his Pre- 


Iſa. liii. 1. 


ſence and Influence; for without this our 


Work will not ſucceed well. Unleſs God pre- 
pare the Seed in our Souls, and make the Ground 
good and fit to receive it, our Labour as to the 
Good of Souls will be loſt, and we ſhall have 
Cauſe to complain with the Prophet of old, Who 


hath believed our Report, and to whom is the Arm of 


the Lord revealed f Miniſters ſhou'd be their Peo- 
ples Mouth to God, as they are God's Mouth to 
them: They ſhou'd not only in publick, but in 
private wreſtle with God for, and in the behalf 
of their People. They ſhou'd preſent their Peo- 
ples Grievances and Complaints to the Lord, and 
ſhou'd intercede with God for them, as Moſes did. 
*Tis to be preſum'd, that Miniſters know the 
State and Circumſtances of their Peoples Souls 
what Afflictions, what Temptations, what per- 
plexing Doubts and Fears they labour under; 
conſequently, what Grace they need to be ſup- 
ply'd with, that they may not fall, but perſever 


ans coco oc... fools. 0£©N fc? 86> mm oa ae 


in 


True Proteſtant Miniſtry. 

ia Well-doing : therefore they ſhou'd, to fulfil 
their Miniſtry, pray heartily for their People, that 
they may have Grace to help em in their Times of 
need. In this we ſhall follow not only the Exam- 
ple of the great Apoſtle Paul, but the Example 
of our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, who earneſtly pray'd 
for his Diſciples, that God wou'd keep *em from 
the Evils of this World, and carry on his Work 
in them to Perfection, that they might be 
throughly ſanctify'd. | 
Remember then, to fulfil our Miniſtry, we are 
to ſtudy to underſtand the Word of God ; we 
muſt be laborious and painful in it; we are to take 
all prudent Care ſo to accommodate our Diſcour- 
ſes as to Matter and Manner, to our Peoples Cir- 
camſtances, as may belt attain the great End 
deſign'd, viz. their Edification; we muſt practiſe 
in our Lives what we teach in our Pulpits; we 
muſt perſevere in all this: and when we have done 
this, we muſt be earneſt with God that our La- 
bours may not be a Savour of Death unto Death to 
the Souls of any, but of Life unto Life unto all 
our Hearers; that the Word of God preach'd by 
us may be the Power of God to the Salvation of all- 
and if ſo, then they will be our Foy and Crown of 
rejoicing, in the Preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
at his Coming. 

If we conſider this Archippus as the Biſhop or 
Paſtor of this Church at Coleſſe, beſides the Duties 
mention'd before, which are common to Paſtor 
and Teacher, I might inſiſt on ſome Duties pecu- 
liar to the Biſhop's Relation : As, his diligent 
Watch over his Flock, to defend and ſecure them 
againſt Beaſts of Prey; in his Government, to ſee 
that good Diſcipline be maintain'd among them, 
that they diſcharge their Duties one towards ano- 
ther, as well as towards God; that they live in 
Love, and maintain the Unity of the Spirit in — 
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Bond of Peace; his Care to tender and cheriſh 
- theWeak and Feeble, to comfort the Diſconſolate, 


to rebuke the Unruly, and reject the contumacious 
and ſtabborn Offenders, to looſe and receive with 
tenderneſs the truly Penitent. When Biſhops 


and Paſtors, who have the Overſight of the Peo- 


ple, and to whom the Care of their Souls is 
committed, ſhall lie ſtill as idle and careleſs 
Shepherds, and let their Flocks be worried by 


Dogs and Beaſts' of Prey, and not regard it; or. 
mall ſuffer any to wander and ſtray, and not look 


after them; or ſhall permit the Strong to puſh 


and hurt the Weak, and not mind it; or ſhall 


ſuffer any to grow ſcabby and diſeaſed, and not 


endeavour their Cure ; or ſhall be flothful and 


negligent, and not attend them to provide freſh 
Waters and green Paſtures for them; but ſhall 
mind more the fleecing than the feeding their 
Flocks; ſuch Shepherds don't fulfil the Miniſtry 
which they have receiv'd of the Lord, 

I I ſuppoſe I need not ſpend any of your little time 
to prove, that there may be ſuch negligent Paſtors 
and Teachers, *Tis too notorious in common 
Obſervation to be denied. I am ſorry, that that 
Saying of the Poet is too true in this Caſe 3 Pudet 
hec opprobria nobis, & dici potuiſſe & non potuiſſe 


refelli. There are indeed too many ſuch in the 


Chriſtian Miniſtry, it can't be denied. But you'll 
ſay, what may be the Reaſons thereof ? This 
brings me to the , 

24 Thing propoſed, viz. To ſhew you, what 


may be the Cauſes why Miniſters neglect their 


Miniſtry. Many Reaſons might be offer'd. I 
ſhall ſuggeſt a few, and I ſhall but juſt mention 
them, and leave em with you to weigh them at 


your Leiſure, for I have not time to enlarge 


thereon. 


| 'C lt 
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(t.) It may be ſuch have either attain'd the End 
which they at firſt propoſed, in undertaking the 
Work of the Miniſtry ; or are wholly diſappoint- 
ed therein. All wiſe Men, acting rationally, pro- 
poſe an_Bad for which they act, and to obtain 
their End, contrive Means or laſtrumeats ; but 
when they have either obtain'd their propoſed 
End, or are ſo diſappoiated as to deſpair of at- 
taining their End by that Means or Inſtrument ; 
they lay aſide or negle& that Means or Inſtrument 
for the future. Such Miniſters have an End to 
ſerve, and if they either gain their End, or are 
entirely diſippointed, they lay aſide or neglect 
their Miniſtry, which they uſed only as a Means 
to obtain theit End. 
(2.) It may be from too great Love of carnal 


Eaſe and Pleaſure, The Work of the Miniſtry, 


if well minded, is an arduous Work, which calls 


for all the Powers of the Soul to be engaged in it; 


and this will not admit carnal Eaſe, and ſinful 
Pleaſure. All Chriſtians in generil are to en- 
counter with Difficulties in the Way of their 
Duty; they muſt expect great Tryals, and 
it may be Tribulations in this World; but Mi- 
niſters in ſpecial muſt look for ſuch Tryals and 
Exerciſes, as are altogether inconſiſtent with 
. worldly Pleaſure, and carnal Delights. Inſtead 
of indulging themſelves in Pleaſure, they ſhou'd 
think of, and prepare to endure Hardneſs, as good 
Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt , for Chriſtians are Sol- 
dicrs, and Miniſters are Commanders; they are all 
In the Field, and the Enemies are near, yea all 
round them; they mult be on the Guard continu- 
ally, and this will be too fatiguing for. thoſe who 
give themſelves to the Pleaſure and Delights of the 
Fleſh. The Pleaſure of the Mind, pure ſpiritual 
Pleaſure, is that which ſhou'd delight Men whoſe 
chief Buſineſs is Contemplation ; but this is too 
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refin'd for Men devoted to the Pleaſures of Senſe, 
and therefore they grow weary of, and neglect 
that Buſiaeſs which is inconſiſtent with the Plea. 
ſures of Senſe, which they are ſo fond of that they 
cannot leave them. *Tis no wonder, if ſuch De- 
mass do forſake not only the Miniſtry, but their 
Chriſtianity alſo; for they cannot brook taking 
up the Croſs for the ſake of the Goſpel: They 
are ſo wel] pleaſed with the Delights of the 
World, that they can't expoſe themſelves, or run 
any hazard for the ſake of Chriſt, : 

(3.) It may be from ſome particular Diſcou- 
ragements they meet with in the Way of their 
Dut x. 
1ſt, They may be diſcourag'd from the little 
Succeſs they have had in their Miniſtry ; and 
This is not the leaſt, tho 'tis one of the com- 
mon Diſcouragemeats Miniſters meet with in 
their Work, They know, that the Deſign of 
their Miniſtry is to reclaim Sinners, and to reform 
and eſtabliſh Believers: But they ſee ſo little Suc- 
ceſs of this kind attend their Miniſtry, that their 
Hands are weaken'd in the Lord's Work. 3 
ſee their Miniſtry ſo barren and unfruitful; 
few are converted by the Word, and * 


under their Miniſtry ſo very ignorant, car nal, 


worldly, proud, envious, ſenſual, covetous, and ; 
ccntentious, that they have Cauſe to cry out with 
the Prophet of old, We have ſtreteh'd out our 
Hands all the Day to a ſtubborn and gainſaying 
People, Oh! Ihe hath believed our Report, and to 


whom is the Arm of the Lord reveal d? This makes 


'em weary, and ready to give over, and almoſt to 


reſolve not to open their Lips to ſpeak in the 


Name of the Lord any mere, or at leaſt to be- 
come very indifferent whether they do or not; 
not conſidering, that their Reward don't depend 
on the happy Succe ſs they wiſh for; for they _ 
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be unto God a ſweet Savour of Chriſt in them who © 
periſh, as well as in them who are ſaved by their 
Miniſtry. For if they are faithful, the Word by 
their Lips, tho it be 4à Savour of Death unto Death, 
ſhall not loſe its Reward. But yet, the Want of 
deſir'd Succeſs | muſt own is a real and great Diſ- 
covragement, and very much weakens the Hands 
of faithful Miniſters, ſo as that they don't fulfil 
_ Miniſtry as they ſhou'd, or as they deſire 
to do. 9 | 

2dly, They may be diſcouraged from theSlights, 
Ingratitude, and Wickedneſs of thoſe to whom 
they miniſter, ſlightiog their Miniſtry, making 
ungrateful Returns to them for their faithful La- 
bours, reproaching their Labours, oppoſing their 
faithful Eadeavours to reform them, coutemuing 
their juſt Authority, encouraging Offenders, pre- 
venting their juſt Proſecution, ſcreening them 
from Juſtice, thereby defiling their Communion, 
readring their Reproofs, and all Church- Diſci- 
pline ineffectual to reclaim thoſe who walk diſor- 
derly. When Paſtors and Miniſters are thus 
treated, 'tis no wonder to hear that they are 
tempted to neglect their Duties, and ſo do not 
fulfil their Miniſtry. 

3dly, They may be diſcouraged from the mean 
Circumſtances they are under ia the World, and 
the little Care their People take of them to provide 
for them, what is honourable in the Sight of God and 
Man. Tho *tis the Will of God, that they who 
preach the Goſpel ſhou'd live of the Gaſpel, and that 
they who partake of Miniſters Spirituals ſnou'd 
conſcientiouſly make a Return to them of their 
Temporals; tho no Duty in the Goſpel is more 
clear, rational, equitable, and juſt than this; yet 
many pious, faithful Miniſters, thro the Unkind- 
neſs or Covetouſneſs of their People, groan under 
this Burden, and are _ to make an 1 
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ful Choice, either to negle& a Moral Duty, in not 
taking care to provide for their Families, or 
elſe to involve themſelves in the Cares of the 
World, and ſo negle& their Miniſtry. I ſpeak 
not of thoſe Miniſters who preach only occaſio- 
nally, whoſe Circumſtances in the World are ſo 
happy, that they can allow themſelves time to 


ſtudy the Word of God without any Iujury to 


their Families; their Miniſtry may be uſeful, and 
they ſin nor, if they diſpenſe the Word of God 
freely, without being burdenſome 3 for, generally 
ſpeaking, in our Days, as well as heretofore, the 
People love free Grace, and free Goſpel, But I 


mean in this, thoſe Miniſters and Paſtors who are 


fix'd, whoſe ſtated and daily Work is to attend 

the Miniſtry, and who have no other way to pro- 
vide for themſelves and theirs, but entirely de- 
pend on the Altar; whoſe whple Time muſt be 
taken up in providing Bread for their Peoples 
Souls, except what muſt neceſſarily be ſubſtraQ- 
ed for viſiting the Sick, comforting the Afflicted 
and Diſconſolate, and anſwering the Doubts of 
the Weak and truly Scrupulous; that ſuch as theſe 
who give themſelves wholly to the Work of the 
Miniſtry, ſhou'd be ungratefully neglected, and 
be ſuffer'd to want Conveniencies, not to ſay Ne- 
ceſſaries too, for the comfortable Support of 
themſelves and Families in the Eyes of the World, 
muſt be very diſcouraging 3 when, at the ſame 
time, they ſhali ſee thoſe to whom they miniſter, 


and for whoſe Sakes they ſequeſter'd themſelves 


from all worldly Affairs, to live in Pleaſure, and 
Eaſe, and to have not only for Neceſſity, but for 
Coaveniency and Delight. It muſt be an inſup- 
portable. Burden, which very much tends to 


weaken their Hands, when they ſhall know, with 


what Coldneſs and Reluctancy many communi- 
cate their Pence toward the Miniſtry, who or Fe 2 
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ſame time profuſely laviſh Pounds. for Luxury, 


and caxnal Delights. 


Some think, that if, their Miniſters have juſt. 


from Hand to Mouth, Bread and Clothes for the 


+ 99 „ 


conſidering, at the ſame time, what a dark and 
melancholy Thought. it will neceſſarily and una- 
5 voidably ſuggeſt to them, to foreſee, that if by 
Providence they are taken away from their Fami- 
lies, their ſorrowful Widows, and helpleſs Or- 
phans, muſt entirely depend on the cold, aud al- 
moſt frozen Charity of the Periſhes to. which they 
belong, for their future Subſiſtence: And this: 


melagcholy Thapgbs, will, be the more afflicting, 


when, they ſhall reflect on the Callings, which, 
perhaps, they have,quitted for the ſake of the 
Miaiſtry 3 which, with. the ſame Diligence: they 


naw, uſe in their Spiritual, Calling, and by the 
Bleſſing of, Gad, wou'd have afforded them where- 


with to have lived in as great Splendor, and to- 
make as comfortable Proviſian for the Happineſs 
of their Families after their Deceaſe, as any of 


their People. Now, I ſay, when faithful, Mi- 
niſters..ſhall;fiad themſelves and. theirs thus un- 


gratefully, and unjuſtly lighted. and neglected, 
and ſhall ſee themſelves expos'd ta the Scarn and 

Contempt of the World, becauſe of their Po- 
verty ; and that they can't without neglecting a a 
moral Duty, with any Satisfaction go on any 
longer in the Work of the Miniſtry, which they 
have now made a Tryal of; tis no wonder they 


* 


are tempted to neglect their Miniſtry, by involu- 


ing themſelves.in the Affairs of the World, which 
arę very inconſiſtent with it. They who; are 
Chriſtian Soldiers, eſpecially; Commanders, the 
Apoſtle ad viſes not to be entangled with: the Affairs 
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hut ſome may fay, yea, I know it has been 
ſaid, that the Apoſtle Paul did work and preach 
top, and ſo ſhould Miniſters now. To this [| an- 

wer, 5 | 

Firſt, If Miniſters now had ſach Meaſures of the 
infallible Spirit as the Apoſtle Paul had, and cou'd 
ſpeak with Tongues, and deliver the Will of God 
without Study or Premeditation; the ObjeQion 
wWou'd have ſome Weight. But *tis now other- 
wiſe with ordinary Miniſters. They are to ſtudy 
the Word, and to meditate thereon, that they 
may be Workmen who need not be aſham'd, rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth: And this they can't 
do without Time. e by 
. Secondly, This is contrary to the ſtated Laws 
x Cor. ix. and Rules of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt. Chriſt bath 
11, 12,13, ordain d, that they who preach the Goſpel ſhall live 
4 of the Goſpel: and they who attend the Altar, ſhou'd 
be Partakers with the Altar. They who ſow Spi- 


Gal. vi. 6, Tituals ſhou'd reap Temporals. He that is taught 


in the Word, is commanded to communicate to bim 


who teacheth, in all good Things. And tis not only 


contrary to the Law and Rule of Chriſt, but con- 
I Cor. ix. trary to Reaſon and juſtice; for who goeth a War- 
71 fare at any time at his own Charges? Who plant - 
eth a Vineyard, and eateth not of the Fruit there» 

of ? Who feedeth a Flock, and eateth not of th. 

Mill of the Flock? Every Man, one wou'd think 

ſhou'd ſee it reaſonable, that they who are em 

ploy'd for the Good of others, ſhou'd be ſupport 

ed in the Diſcharge of their Duty by thoſe, fo! 

whoſe Welfare they are employ'd. But, 

Thirdly, The Apoſtle's Practice in working an: 

preaching is not an obligatory Precedent on Mi 
niſters ſo to do now; it only ſhews the Lawful 

neſs ofiſo doing in caſe of neceſlity for the Ad 
vantage of the Goſpel : For the Apoſtle ſeverel 

ES reflec” 
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reflects on thoſe who laid him under that Neceſ- 


ſity, and withal tells them, that he robbed other 


Churches, taking Wages of them, whilſt he ſerved 
them freely. New, if it had been ſimply unlaw- 
ful to receive Wages for Preaching, to be ſure 
the Apoſtle wou'd not have receiv'd any; and 
his receiving of ſome Wages, ſhews that Work- 


ing and Preaching was not his conſtant Practice; 


and his ſeverely reflecting on thoſe who forced 
him ſo to do, ſhews that it was Neceſſity for the 
Goſpels Sake that made him ſo do, and not Duty 


and Choice: So that we ſee *tis Neceſſity ariſing 


from the Covetouſneſs of the People, that is to 
be pleaded to prove ſuch a Practice. Beſides 
baſe Covetouſneſs, I conceive, this rigid and ſe- 
vere Principle may ariſe from the low and mean 
Thoughts ſuch Men entertain of the Goſpel- 
Miniſtry, as if it was a Thing or Work of ſo little 
Concern, it was no. great Matter how, and after 
what manner *twas done; nor how little Skill 
they have to manage it, who are to be concern'd 


in it. Theſe Perſons Thoughts are far different 
from what the Apoſtle entertain'd of this great 
Work, when he ſaid, Who is ſufficient for theſe 2 Cor. ii, 
Things? J am ſure, they who have a juſt Senſe of 16. 


the Greatneſs of the Work, and who endeavour 


conſcientiouſly to diſcharge it honourably, for 
the Glory of God, and Good of Souls, groan un- 


der it, as feeling their Strength with all their 


Time and Helps, an unequal Match for it. Good 
God! what an inſupportable Burden then muſt it 
be to thoſe, who labour in the Miniſtry under 
theſe Egyptian Task-Maſters? Who are compelled 
to make their Tale of Bricks, and find themſelves 


Straw too! Sure, nothing but infinite Supports 


from God, and invincible Courage and Zeal, can 


carry ſuch unhappy Miniſters thro ſuch Diſcou- 


ragements as theſe, Inſtead of wondering, that 
| theſe 
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theſe don't fulfil their Miniſtry, we have Reaſon 
to ſtand aſtogiſh'd, that they don't faint in their 
Minds. No Words can expreſs the Burden of 
Their Souls; their Words are as Job's, ſwallow'#d 
p: And'theycexprefs by Sighs and Groans what 
they are aſham'd, or Experience tells em *tis in 


_ vain to utter. 


Thus 1 have hinted at ſome of thoſe Reaſons 


which may make Miniſters to neglect their Mi- 


niſtry. I come now to the laſt Propoſition : 
Which is - | £5 


VI. That when a Miniſter or Paſtor is be- 
come negligent in the Work of the Miniſtry, the 
faithful People, whom he ſerves, ſhou'd warn and 


admoniſh him to take heed to his Miniſtry, and 


fulfil it. Say to Archippus, &c. Tis not the 
Work of particular Perſons, you ſee, but the Duty 


of the Church. *Tis not the Work of every 


prating Malepert to take upon him to feprove 
the Elders or Miniſters, as is too common with 
ſame; nor is it altogether, and alone the Duty 
of their Brethren in the Miniſtry : tho they, as 
Brethren, are oblig'd in Duty and Affection to 
ſhew to one another their Failings, and to warn 


and admoniſh one another in the Lord; yer, I 


conceive, here it is the Duty of the Church or 
Faithful ia Chriſt, and not the Duty of Miniſters 
alone. Bot for Order-fake, the Body of Faith - 
ful in Chriſt may chuſe one or more of their Num- 
ber either in Office, or not, to be their Mouth 
to deliver their Admonition, and to lay before 
him the Reaſons of their Procedure, together 
with the End they deſign'd by it. I need not 
ſuggeſt, that this ought to be done with the Ma- 
nifeſtation of the higheſt Concern for the Glory 
of God, and of the ſincereſt Affection to their 
Miaiſter, and all to be done in the moſt — 
an 
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_ Caſe requires. I ſhall- therefore leave this, and 
ſuggeſt ſome few Reaſons, why the Church and 
Faithful in Chriſt ſhou'd thus do. Becauſe, 
I. Ia Miniſters fulfilling their - Miniſtry, the 


Glory of God is much concern'd. There is no- 


thing any Chriſtian People ſhou'd be more jealons 
of, or more zealous for, than God's Glory : Nor 
is there any one thing in the World, in which the 
Glory of God is more concern'd, than in a Mi- 
niſter's faithfully fulfilling bis Miniſtry. ba 7 

2. ' Becauſe the Welfare, the Eternal Welfare, 
of immortal Souls, in-a great meaſure depends 
thereon ; not only the Welfare of the Souls of the 
Wicked, but of the Souls of the Faithful them- 
ſelves. They, ſurely, who are ſo nearly con- 
cern'd, and that in their moſt important Affair, 
ſhou's methinks ſee it their Duty, ane tis o 
much their Intereſt ſo to do. 

3. To clear themſelves from the [mputation 
of his Sin, who neglect to fulfil his Miniſtry. We 


are charged not to partake with others in their Sin; Eph. v. 7. 


and this is one way, whereby we may partake 
of others dins, when we neglect to do our Duty 


towards them, which. might prevent their Sin. 
As i in Ezekie's Prophecy, if the Watchman did Ezck. iii 


25 


and awful manger poflble, as the Nature of tbe 


not warn, and the Sinner went on in Sin, and 17> C. 


died therein, his Blood was imputable to the 
Watchman; ſo, if-a Miniſter neglect his Miniſtry, 
and the Faithful in Chriſt don't wagn him, the 


Conſequences of his Neglect, how bag@oever they 
be, will be imporable to them; and & they ſhare 
with him in the Guilt, they may expect to ſhare 
in his Puniſbment. 


24. Becauſe: the cuithful Diſcharge of this Duty 


may. recover the Man to his former Fervour and 


Zeal in his Miniſterial Work. By this means the 


Church may come to the Ia of the true 
1 M Cauſe, 
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Cauſe, and ſo by removing the Stumbling-Block 
the Man may go on again chearfally in his Duty; 
or they may ſo convince the Man of his Sin in 
neglecting his Miniſtry, that he may be aſham'd 
of it, and for the future double his Diligence, and 
faithfully diſcharge his Duty. As this is a Means 
ordain'd of God for ſuch an End, we are to do 
our Duty therein, and leave the Succeſs to him. 


But yet there is ground to hope for the deſir'd 


Succeſs, when a People ſhew ſo much Love to 
their Miniſter, as thus faithfully and friendly to 
endeavour to reclaim him from that Cour ſe, which 
will de ruinous to him in the end without Refor- 
J. Becauſe hereby a People will make one of 
the greateſt Diſcoveries of their Love to God 
and Zeal for his Cauſe, in that they will not ſuf- 
fer Sin, no not in their Rulers or Miniſters, but 
will appear againſt it. The greateſt Manifeſta- 
tion of our Love to God, and Zeal for his Inte- 
reſt, is our Hatred of Sin; and the greater our 
Hatred againſt Sin is, the greater Demonſtration 
we give of our Love to God. The more dear the 
Perſons be to us, or the greater and more elevated 
they are in Place, Honour, and Eſteem, againſt 
whom we appear for their Sinz the more is our 
Hatred of Sin, our Love to God, and Zea! for 
Religion manifeſted. Thus a Church will mani- 
feſt their Love to God, and Zeal for his Intereſt, 
when they will not indulge Sin, no not in their 
Miniſter; but will reprove him for his Neglects, 
and admoniſh him for the future to amend. 
6. Laſtly, Becauſe a lakewarm Miniſtry. will 
certainly draw on a People the Diſpleaſure of God. 
If that Proverb is true, That ſuch Prieſts, ſuch 
People; then a lukewarm Miniſtry will render a 
People lukewarm too; and a lukewarm — 
. 2 WI 
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will become ſo hateful to the Lord, that, in a 
little time, without a Reformation, Their Candle- 
ſtick will be removed, and they ſpewed out of God's 
I I am now come to the Application, and you 
may think *tis time ſo to do. But, I hope, the 
Uncommonneſs of the Subject may atone for 
the Prolixity,of thisDiſcourſe ; I beg your Patience 
for a few Minutes more, and I will conclude, 


From the firſt Doctrine we infer, 
_ Firſt, If the Churches of Chriſtians have, as we 
have proved they have, a right to chuſe their own 


Miniſters; then the Miſſion of Miniſters in Pro- 


teſtant Charches is a good and valid Miſſion, and 
all their regular Adminiſtrations are valid, Con- 
ſequently, there can be no danger for Perſons to 
ſit under their Miniſtry, or to attend on their 
Adminiſtrations, according to the Rule of Chriſt, 
whatever the Papiſts or Parſons popiſhly affected 
ſay to the contrary. een ap 0 
_ Secondly, Hence we ſee, that *tis a great Impo- 
fition on the Churches, for any who pretend to 
uninterrapted Succeſſion of Epiſcopal Authority 


from the Apoſtles, to call and ſend Miniſters 


without the previous Knowledge and Conſent of 
the Chriſtian People, over whom ſuch Miniſters 
are placed : When we ſee, that this uninterrupted 
Succeſſion of Epiſcopal Anthority is only a Chi- 
mera, or a mere Romiſh Trick and juggle; a 
Trick, whereby the Romiſh Prieſts keep the Peo- 
ple in awe, and render them entirely devoted to 
their Intereſt, as tho Eternal Salvation or Dam- 
nation were in their hands alone, and that they, 
as thoſe of old, had alone the Keys of the King- 
dom of Heaven at their Girdles, and that twas 
in their Power alone to let in, and ſhut out whom 
they pleaſe, and the People has no Remedy 3 for 


| 


f 


— 
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whom they pretend to bind, tis not in the power 
of any under God to looſe, without Licence from 
Beck. oof bas Aro. od Po fo 

\ Thirdly, Hence we ſee, what an abominableSin 
the Romanifts' are guilty of, who uſurp this Au- 
thority, which belongs to the Church and Faith. 
ful in Chriſt, who wilt impoſe on the Churches 
Miniſters without their Suffrage or Conſent; If 
the Apoſtles themſelves wou'd not preſume to act 
thus, but in calling and ſetting apart Miniſters for 
the Churches, acted by and with the Conſent and 
Suffrage of the Churches; what Preſumption muſt 
it be in their pretended Succeſſors now to impoſe 
on the People Officers and Miniſters, : without 
their previous Knowledge and Conſent? 'Thus-to 
rob the Churches of this their undoubted Right, 
is to be ſure the worſt Sacrilege Men can be guilty 
of: Nor will that-mock:Shew of asking the Peo- 
ples Conſent, when they are not there, nor the 
Pretence of their ſubſequent Conſent, acquit them 
of this heinous Crime. e ee e 
thy, Hence we ſee, what great Cauſe. the 
ant Churches have to continue to bleſs the 
for the Glorious Reformation. By the Re- 
formation they were freed in a good meaſure 
om this Piece of Popery, and the Tyranny 


thereof. They have great Cauſe to magnify the 


'*/ Goodneſs of God herein, that they are by the Re- 
formation freed from that Bondage, which was 
worſe than that in Fl 
Fifthly, This ſhou'd warn all Proteſtant Chur- 
ches againſt the Incroachments of their Clergy : 
For if proud, ambitious, and-covetous Prieſts once 
imagine themſelves poſſeſs'd of a Power indepen- 
dent of any Power under Heaven, and uncon- 
troulable by any Power on Earth; they will not 
only domineer and lord it over their Fellow- 
Creatures, but in a little time they will 
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and ſeat themſelves in God's Throne. They will 
ſit in the Temple of God as God; and pretend to 
give Laws not only to Subjects, but to the great- 


eſt Potentates on Earth: They will quickly exalt 2 Theſſ. 2; 
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themſelves\above all that is called God. If you ſhou'd 3, 4. 


think this Suggeſtion too harſh, I will remind you 


that what hath been, may be; and from the ſame 
Principles and Cauſes, we may rationally expe& 
the ſame Effects, if not prevented. May all the 
Proteſtant Churches thence take warning, and 
not ſuffer themſelves to be impos'd on by their 
Clergy: for if they neglect their Duty in this re- 
ſpect, and provoke God judicially to permit them 
to fall again under a tyrannical Prieſt hood; if 
they ſlide again into the very Dregs of Popery, 


they may not expect that God will work Won- 


ders to bring about another Reformation. I 
heartily wiſh, that before any Churches try this 
fatal Experiment, they would look over into 
Popiſh Countries, and ſee how intolerably this 
Yoke galls the Necks of the Laity. May they 


remember that the Tyranny of the Prieſthood - 


Was & Toke that our Fathers were not able to bear! 

S ͤixthly, and Laſtly, Let us, my Brethren, who 
are in the Miniſtry, take heed of Uſurpation: 

Let us be content with that Honour and Autho- 


rity which God and our Churches have allotted us. 


Let us think it Honour enough to be Servants to 
the Saints and Faithful in Chriſt, and not aſpire 
after Domination. Let us not lord it over God's 
Heritage. O let us from our very Souls abhor 
all Popiſh Uſurpations: Let us endeavour to be 
faithful Guides to our People, and Helpers on 


of their Foy; but not tyrannical Impoſers on their 
Faith and Conſciences. May we always glory in, 


and chearfully ſabmit unto that Authority which 
our — Lord and King hath lodg'd in his 
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4 Vudication of the 
From the Second Doctrine we may infer, 
Arſt, That there is great Neceſſity for all Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel to watch and pray that they 
enter not into Temptation. The Advice which our 
Bleſſed Lord gave his — . watch and pray, 
&c. was not only neceſſary for the Laity, but for 
the Clergy too: for if Miniſters are attended 


. with the ſame Corruptions, are liable to the 


Tame Temptations, and ſurrounded with the 
fame Snares in the World, as other Chriſtians 
are; then they ſure are oblig'd to the ſame Du- 
ties as Means to prevent their falling. If no more, 
depended on Miniſters walking, than on the walk- 


ing of other Chriſtians, tis neceſlary that they 


ſhould uſe the ſame Precaution. But there is in- 
finitely more Good or Hurt depending on their 
regular or irregular Converſation. Therefore 


Miniſters had need in a ſpecial manner to take 


heed to themſelves, leſt inſtead of faithfully ful- 
filling their Miniſtry, they be detrimental to the 


_ Intereſt of Chriſt, which they are deſign'd to ad- 


Vance. 5 
Secondly, Let us all reſolve, by the Help of 
Diyine Grace, not to negle& our Miniſtry which 


me have received of the Lord. Let us look on 


our ſelves indiſpenſably oblig'd for the future, 
both in Daty and Intereſt, to fulfil our Miniſtry, 
The Duty we owe to God, and the Love we bear 
to the Souls of Men, ſhould make us diligent in 
this our ſpiritual Calling. Let us conſider, that 


itwill be the greateſt Affront to our Lord and 

Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, and the moſt ingrateful Re- 
turn we can make him for the Honour he hath 
done us in putting us into the Miniſtry, to neg- 


lect to fulfil it. The Honour of God, the Ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom and Intereſt of our 
dear Redeemer, in the common and ordinary way, 
depends on Miniſters fulfilling their _— 
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The Welfare, yea, the eternal Welfare of pre- 
cious and immortal Souls, in a great meaſure, 
reſts on Miniſters faithfully fulfiling their Mini- 
then our Reſolutions, and quicken us to our Dus 
ty, let us remember that a Day of reckoning will 
come: We are Stewards of the Myſteries of G, 
and it becomes Stewards to be faithful; for their 
God will call them to an Account. O, my Bre- 
thren! let us labour to improve our Talents fo; 
well, that we may give up our. Accounts with 
Joy, and not with Shame and Grief; that the 
Lord may ſay to us, Well done, good and faithful 
Servants, enter into the Foy of your Lord, ., _ 
Muira, Hence we ſee what good Reaſon there 
is for all Churches and Congregations of Chriſ- 
tians to ſtrengthen the Hands of their faithful 
Miniſters, and to encourage them in their Work. 
This they will do by a diligent Attendance on, 
and a faithful Improvement of their Miniſtry; 
by a conſcientious, free, and liberal Contribution 
em to go on in their Work chear fully, 
rely Ificumbrances ; by praying hear- 
tily for them; for if the Apoſtles needed, and 
therefore deſired the Prayers of the Churches, ſay- 
ing, Brethren, pray for us, much more do Miniſters 
need their People's Prayers now. This is not 
only the People's Duty, but their Intereſt; for 
they will receive the Benefit thereof in the iſſue, 
for their Prayers will return into their own Boſams, 
as might be demonſtrated in many Particulars. 
Bat that will be too long. 1 % 1+ 9 
Fourtbiy, Hence we learn one great Cauſe of 
the Degeneracy of the Age in which we live. Tis 
plain that Iaiguity abounds, and the Love of many. © 
waxes cold: And to what ſhall we attribute this 
 abounding, of Iniquity? May it not be Miniſters 
not fulfilling their 'Miniſfry ? Tis no wonder _ 
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all negligent and ſcandalous Miniſters in particular. 


7 8 # ue 4 I * IT. a % K 
« - " of LA . p N , WP 3 b Fe 4 4 5 — * 
2 5 * * f 3 Ceram 48 40.4 ol CR 5 _— en =" >> -* $4.4. 408 „ * * * 
ö : N A IO: 00 INE LE oð hart ;ͤ⏑i ² 3%, ts . 
1 23 * 4 $27 1 2 , e 8 Bane a 8 =y : "6 a FA Ns * - 2 + — V 
- 4 . * * N wh * * . 772 3 © — — 2 % 4» . = 
5 * f - C 5 G 2 2 „ A 8 r — N 
£ * - q l 
* 1 — #4 "= 7 * * 4 a b- A $* - . 
. . 
. : p 
qn o oF T 78 4 Fl " . 
. £ 1 R Py = * * 
* q # 
i 
| La AL N P 
* 2 5 


| to neglec the :Duthts: of 
Religion, nay to ſcoff at and ridicule Religion | 
it ſelf, when they ſee the Miniſters do the ſame 


thing with them. Tis natural for Men to prat- 


tiſe, eſpecially in Vice, as they ſee their Leaders 
and Guides practiſe. The Pride, Avarice, and 
Profaneneſs of the Romiſb Prieſthood, was, in a 
great meaſure, the Cauſe of the Degeneracy of 
that Church: And may we not look nearer home, 
and with grief behold Atheiſm, Deiſm, Liber- 
tiniſm, and all Profaneneſs aboundiag? To 


what Cauſe ſhall we attribute this, but to the 


looſe and irregular Converſations of thoſe Mini- 
ſters who take no care to fulfil: their Miniſtry :. 
We pray for a Reformation of Manners; -but all 
Prayers will be in vain, humanly ſpeaking, unleſs 
Miniſters reform their. owh Lives by the ſame 
Rules which they preſcribe to others. When 
Miniſters of the Goſpel preach and practi ſe well, 
and ſet good Examples to their People, then we 
may hope for a bleſſed Reformation; and not till 
then, unleſs God work Miracles, which wWe have 
no reaſon to expect in this Caſſ 2? 8 {27 

- Fifibly, If ſo, this ſhews what Neceſſity there is 


* 


for the Churches of Chriſt to exerciſe that whole- 
ſome and uſeful Diſcipline that is neceſſary not on- 


Iy towards their Members in- general, but towards 
To reprove, exhort, and cenſure looſe and incor- 
rigible Members, is very neceſſary and commenda- 
ble, much more to cenſure negligent, looſe; ſwear- 
ing, drunken, and debauch'd Miniſters; who are 


. 


not only a Scandal to the ſacred Function, but a Re- 


proach to that holy Religion they pretend to be 
Miniſters of. As Motives to preſs this, the Reaſons 
before mentioned ſnall ſuffice: Let all Churches then 


remember that tis not only{their Duty,” but Inte- 


reſt, to ſay to their Archippuss, Take heed, &. 
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